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pringlime 


When the country receives the announce- 
ment that the cherry trees are in bloom, it 
knows that spring has come to Washington. 
Many travel from far and near to see the 
profusion of pink blossoms which cover the 
trees which bedeck the Potomac Basin in the 
vicinity of the beautiful Jefferson Memorial. 
(Our cover photograph brings to you the 
famous view.) 

By this time spring has come to all parts 
of the North American continent which enjoy 
that season. And all give thanks for it, for 
spring means the return of the evidences of 
life and growth in the plant kingdom. Win- 
ter’s bareness and bleak beauty are replaced 
with a new and balmy beauty when growing 
things come to life again after their long win- 
ter’s rest. 

And people, too, singly, in pairs, and in 
family groups go forth to meet the season. 
We all know how hard it is to stay inside and 
do our work when spring is in the air. There 
is a warmth and fragrance and freshness 


which lures us outside to gaze upon the flow- 
ering plants, shrubs, and trees. New life meets 
us on every hand. 

People, too, seem to find a new interest in 
each other. We have a saying, “In the spring 
a young man’s fancy lightly turns to thoughts 
of love.” The experience or the observation 
of the fact is doubtless common to us all. But 
this new interest is not something limited to 
any age-group or sex. It is quite general. The 
atmosphere they breathe seems to affect hu- 
man relations. Springtime is conducive to 
friendliness. 

The soul of man also has its springtime. It 
comes significantly in the midst of nature’s 
springtime. Easter should send us forth with 
new warmth to meet our fellows, with new 
concern for their health and well-being, both 
bodily and spiritual, whether they live on our 
street, in our town or city, or in distant and 
devastated parts of our world. Did your 
Easter do that? Bleeding European Lutheran- 
ism gives you that chance now. 
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Dr. Clarence C. Stoughton, Stew- 
ardship Secretary, ULCA, Ex- 
ecutive Director Lutheran Lay- 
men’s Movement for Stewardship 


When he was asked what he would 
do if he were 21 years old today. Dr. 
Clarence C. Stoughton replied: “The 
world was going to hell when I was OA, 
It was going to hell in 1812. It was 
going to hell in 1776. Conditions are no 
different today. It still is going to hell.” 

Dr. Stoughton’s fiery words matched 
his red hair. But he spoke quietly. No 
note of either despondency or fanaticism 
was in his voice. He was the picture of 
a man who had come to a realistic ac- 
ceptance of the world as it is. Without 
disillusion he was doing what he could 
in his own way. 

But his own way at 52 is different 
than it would be if he were 21. Today 
he is executive director of the Lutheran 
Laymen’s Movement. Since 1916 he has 
had a career in the field of education 
and in real estate. The years have taught 
him much about life. 

“This, first of all,” he said. “I would 
put my life much more completely in 
God’s hands and depend much more on 
his direction. That’s a hard lesson to 
learn. It took me the whole 30 years 
since I was 21. Again and again God 
indicated what He wanted me to do 
with my life, but I was sure I knew bet- 
ter. Each time His Will prevailed.” 

If he were 21 today, Dr. Stoughton 
would enter the ministry. He is sure 
that the only solutions for the tremendous 
problems of the world are God’s solu- 
tions. A minister's job is to help people 
understand them. 

“Labor and management may come to 
a slightly better understanding because 
of some efforts of men,” he said—sitting 
on the edge of his chair—“but the roots 
of the difficulty will not be reached until 
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If | Were Twenty-One 


As Told to John Mangum 


By leaders who have dealt with the 


problems of 1948's atomic world 


enough human hearts are changed. So- 
ciety, as society, cannot be reborn, It is 
only human hearts that are reborn, and 
those one by one, and through God’s 
grace. 

As a pastor he would deal with people 
individually. Community service would 
have importance in making conditions 
better for the people about whom he 


would be concerned. But he would re- 
member that this was secondary. His 
first job would be to say, “This is the 
word the Lord has for you.” 

“Tt is all right to go to meetings on 
race relations,” he said. “But the place 
where the pastor is going to make a 
change is by working with the individual 
who needs changing.” 

Dr. Stoughton believes he could do 
his most effective work as pastor of a 
congregation of 300 or 400 members. In 
a church this size he could know all the 
members intimately. ; 

He relaxed for a moment. Then he 
concluded: “It all sums up to this: I 
would know much less if I were 21 to- 
day than I did when I was actually 21. 
I would, therefore, seek out the older 
wise men and be patient as they told me 
their life-experience. I would be infinitely 
more jealous of time spent in idle and 
foolish endeavor. I would read more and 
think harder and work more energeti- 
cally. Because I knew how little I knew, 
the search for wisdom would be in- 
finitely more eager and intense than it 
was. .. . It would be exciting fun to try 
it again!” 


Build Lives . . . Not Professions 
Another member of the “If I were 21” 
group would jump aboard the teaching 
train again. He is Alvin H. Schaediger, 
member of the ULC Board of Education 
and former president of the Luther 


League of America. “I have been teach- 
ing 21 years,” he said, “and I know of 
no other profession except the ministry 
that provides such a varied program of 
interest and service to the youth of the 
nation.” 

Most of Mr. Schaediger’s suggestions 
for life in the atomic age, however, could 
be tied to any vocation and look as if 
they had grown there. He is anxious that 
lives—not professions—be emphasized. 

“I would complete my formal educa- 
tion in some field, even though I had 
been in the armed services,” he urged. 
“This would bring me back to civilian 
thinking again along cultural lines.” In 
his own life he has not let up. During 
the 10 years since he received his mas- 
ter’s degree he has kept on pushing back 
his mental frontiers. 

“I would become as active as possible 
in some worthwhile community service, 
like Boy Scouts, recreational programs, 
Red Cross, or the like. This would serve 


Mr. Alvin H. Schaediger, Im- 


mediate Past President, Luther 
League of America; Member 
Board of Education, ULCA 
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to direct my thoughts to constructive 
building again along community welfare 
lines.” 

For four years during the- war Mr. 
Schaediger served in the OPA program 
in his community. More recently he has 
been connected with the local Red Cross 
fund drives. Extracurricular activities of 
students in the Union City, N. J., high 
school where he teaches, have a_ big 
chunk of his time every month. Here he 
directed the general fund of the school 
clubs. 

“I would participate in my church 
program in gratitude for all its service 
to me. And I would choose a vocation 
that would contribute to the betterment 
of humankind according to the abilities 
I had received from God. Unless a vo- 
cation contributed to physical or mental 
or spiritual welfare of the peoples of this 
world I would hesitate before accepting 
it as my life profession.” 


The Pre-eminence of Pastoral Work 


The Rev. Joseph W. Frease, executive 
secretary of the Luther League of Amer- 
ica, would rally most of his energy for 
work with young people. “They are not 
more important than older folk, but they 
are more responsive. They are our hope 
of getting the world changed for the 
better.” 

Yet he would wish to do this through 
work with a congregation. “My heart 
has always been in the parish. I like to 
meet the same persons Sunday after 
Sunday. You can help people more if 
you know them well. 

“Pastoral work is like swimming,” he 
continued. “No matter how long you are 
away you want to get back to it. But 
somehow,” and here he paused a long 
moment, “the Lord will not let me.” 

Pastor Frease left the parish in 1935 
when the Ohio Synod elected him direc- 
tor of religious education and youth 
work. Three years ago the Luther League 
of America urged him to become its 
executive secretary. 

To indicate the joys that march through 
the pastor’s life he told of his relation 
to a man who had been severely injured 
in an auto crash. The patient had had 
almost no connection with the church. 

“T called on him and asked if he would 
like me to pray,” he related. “At first he 
hesitated. Then he said he guessed it 
would be all right. After that his whole 
attitude changed. He was always cheer- 
ful. When I visited he would ask me to 
pray and read the Bible. 

“That was more than 20 years ago. 
But he still writes to tell how his life is 
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different. Today he works closely with 
the church and serves on a council.” 

The youth leader warned that if a 
person did not feel rewarded from ex- 
periences such as these he should not 
enter the ministry. “If money or high 
position is your goal you would rise more 
rapidly in some other field.” 

He first learned the satisfaction that 
comes with such helping of others while 
serving a little mission as a student at 
Hamma Divinity School. “I found my- 
self in homes with people who were in 
real trouble. I was not always sure that 
I helped a great deal, but, even so, I 
was lifted up. I had the joy of knowing 
that the Lord had used me and blessed 
me at the same time.” 

Pastor Frease had a list of suggestions 
six items long for all young men, no mat- 
ter what vocation was ahead. 

1) Every boy should select one adult 
in whom he has confidence and take his 
problems to him. It might be his father. 
It might be his pastor. “Even after you 
are in the ministry,” Pastor Frease con- 
fessed, “you need such a confidant. I 
shall always be grateful for two pastors 
in whom I confide.” 

2) Every boy at 21 ought to find a 
hobby. It will serve as a means of re- 
laxation. It might become a way to 
make a living if one’s health were to 
break. 

Pastor Frease admitted that he had 
not done this. “I have missed something, ” 
he said. “My hobby as a kid was to 
work with Model-T Fords. I would tear 
them down and put them together again. 
But I can’t do that with my car now. 
It’s too expensive.” 

3) Every boy at 21 should start read- 
ing the outstanding classics. They con- 


Rev. Joseph W. 
tary, The Luther League of America 


Frease, Executive Secre- 


tribute much to a well-rounded life. 

4) “I think my prayer life has been 
the happiest experience of my life. Every 
boy should pray joyfully and read the 
Bible hopefully.” 

5) Every boy should learn to play 
and play to win. 

6) “Learn what you want to do and 
do it. Most young people have ideas and 
dreams, but they are afraid to try them. 
Fulfilling ambitions will give confidence 
and stretch talent.” 


From The Lutheran 

Copyright by the United Lutheran Publication 
House 

Reprinted by Special Permission 


FEW VETERANS ENROLLED IN 
LUTHERAN SEMINARIES 


Thirty-one Lutheran theological schools 
reported a total enrollment of 2,874 full- 
time ministerial students during 1946-47. 

This figure, according to the report, 
represented an increase of 17.9 per cent 
over a ten-year period, the total enroll- 
ment in 1937-38 being 2,424. From that 
year on, enrollment in Lutheran schools 
rose steadily to reach 2,515 students in 
1940-41, then dropped to 2,449 in 
1941-42, the first year of the war. An 
upswing took place in the next three 
years and enrollment reached 2,706 stu- 
dents in 1944-45, only to drop to 2,572 
in 1945-46. é 


The Selective Service study was under- 


taken to determine the effect of the war 
and of the exemption of theological stu- 
dents from the selective draft on the en- 
rollment in certain theological and divin- 
ity schools. 

Of the 2,874 ministerial students en- 
rolled in Lutheran schools in 1946-47, 
veterans numbered 361 or 12.6 per cent, 
lowest percentage of veterans reported 
by any major Protestant group. 

Twenty-eight of the Lutheran schools, 
with 2,534 students, reported on age 
distribution during 1946-47, revealing 
that 571 students were under 18 years of 
age, 180 were 18, 190 were 19, and 
1,593 were over 19. 


Three 


Bill held the door open for Joan as they left the church 
after Luther League. The sun had already gone down, 
leaving an arch which threw a rosy light over the small 
white houses at the edge of town. Night was hanging its 
curtain over Mytown from the east and the stars were 
coming out one by one. 

There were gay good-bys as the young people separated 
at the church door. “What does bicentennial mean?” Joan 
asked of the group around her. “The church bulletin today 
said something about the Ministerium’s bicentennial. It 
sounded important, but I surely don’t know what it 
means.” “It means two hundred,” Bob answered, “The 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania is two hundred years old 
this year. The first Lutheran congregations to band to- 
gether in America formed the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
in 1748.” Bob’s parents took THE LUTHERAN, so he had 
been reading about the Ministerium and its bicentennial. 
“This month the Ministerium is celebrating its 200th 
birthday at its convention in Philadelphia, under the 
leadership of Dr. Emil E. Fischer, who is president.” 

“Let’s stop in at Pastor Brown’s and ask him to tell us 
more about it,” Doris suggested. So with one accord the 
small group turned up the walk to the parsonage. When 
they were all settled in the living room, Pastor Brown be- 
gan the story. 

“When our German forefathers came to Pennsylvania 
they settled around Philadelphia and the surrounding 
counties. They were hard-working people and built their 
own homes, and plowed and planted and raised every- 
thing they needed for their own life. They were real 
colonizers. After they had established their homes they 
began to think about a church. The Lutherans in Phila- 
delphia got together and held services in a shop. The 
Lutherans at Trappe, in Montgomery County, met and 
had services in a barn. The people at New Hanover, or 
Falckner Swamp, formed a congregation and had services 
where and when they could. But there were no churches 
or ministers, except a few traveling ministers who came 
and stayed a little while and then moved on, They were 
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Ministerium 
Story 


By Helen Pfatteicher 


for the most part more trouble than they were worth, and 
they scattered the people rather than united them. 


Muhlenberg Arrives 

“The three congregations at Philadelphia, Trappe, and 
Falckner Swamp knew about the existence of each other 
and some of their councilmen got together and sent a plea 
to Europe for a pastor. The man who was sent in answer 
to their plea was Henry Melchior Muhlenberg. He ar- 
rived in 1742. Through driving rains and swollen creeks 
Muhlenberg rode on horseback from one parish to another, 
gradually welding the congregations together, serving the 
people, preaching the Word of God to them, and guiding 
them in the building of churches and schools. Schools 
were built right beside the churches, and the school- 
masters and the pastors worked closely together. 

“For nearly three years Muhlenberg worked alone, 
serving the congregations and answering calls for help 
which came from pastorless churches which heard about 
him. Everywhere he saw the need for pastors, and he 
was only one man. He could not do everything. So in 
January, 1745, three others came to join Muhlenberg: 
Peter Brunnholtz, who was an ordained minister; John 
Nicholas Kurtz, and John Helfrich Schaum, who were 
ministerial students. Brunnholtz became pastor of the 
Philadelphia and Germantown congregations. Kurtz be- 
came the teacher in the school at Falckner Swamp, or New 
Hanover. Schaum became the Philadelphia teacher. This 
arrangement made it possible for Kurtz to continue his 
ministerial studies under Muhlenberg, who now gave all 
of his time to the country churches, and Schaum to study 
under Brunnholtz in the city. Both young men answered 
many calls to preach in scattered Lutheran congregations. 

“In 1748 another pastor came from Germay. He was 
John Frederick Handschuh and. he became pastor of the 
church at Lancaster. But these pastors were separated 
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from one another. Travel was hard so they did not see 
each other very often and their churches felt no unity. 
There were many other congregations and people without 
pastors, and these had great difficulty in trying to maintain 
order. Members were loosely attached and readily drifted 
from the church. 
“Kurtz completed his training for the ministry and be- 
came pastor at Tulpehocken and Northkill, but he was 
not yet ordained. 


A Synod Is Born 

“In August of 1748 Muhlenberg, Brunnholtz, Hand- 
schuh, Kurtz, and a Lutheran pastor from New York, 
named Hartwig, met in Philadelphia with representatives 
of each of their congregations. Kurtz was examined and 
ordained, and the new St. Michael’s church building was 
dedicated. The following day the first business meeting 
of the Ministerium was held. Muhlenberg was recognized 
as the Jeader and presiding officer. The relation between 
pastors and their people, the condition of the schools, and 
the liturgy were discussed. Each pastor copied by hand a 
liturgy which was decided upon for use in all of their 
churches. 

“From that beginning the Ministerium grew. Each year 
more congregations were added, and their was greater 
unity and order within the churches. The Revolutionary 
War brought many difficulties and kept the pastors apart 
for some time. Muhlenberg was by then an old man. His 
son Peter left the congregation of which he was pastor, 
Woodstock, Virginia, to join Washington’s army. Henry 
and Frederick Muhlenberg both spoke so vehemently in 
favor of freedom from Britain that they could enter Phila- 
delphia only when disguised. 

“Ministerium affairs were for several years at a stand- 
still until peace came again. Then the importance of some 
smaller organization within the Ministerium was seen. In 
1783 the Ministerium was roughly divided into confer- 
ences, and in 1801 definite conference districts were set 
up. There were seven districts centering around Philadel- 
phia, Easton, Lancaster, York, Baltimore, Virginia, and 
‘the West.’ ” 


General Organization Effected 
“In 1805 three traveling preachers were appointed 
whose duty it was to tour newly settled areas, organizing 
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President Dr. E. E. Fischer at his desk 


congregations. Their territories covered Virginia, Ten- 
nessee, Ohio, and northern and western Pennsylvania. By 
1817 there were enough congregations in Ohio to form 
their own synod. New York had long since, in 1786, 
formed a synod of its own, and in 1803, the North Caro- 
lina Synod was organized. Maryland and Virginia formed 
a synod not long after. It was felt by many that these 
bodies should form a closer connection with one another, 
and so the GENERAL syNoD was organized in 1820. All of 
the synods did not join the GENERAL syNop and many 
members within the Ministerium were not ready for such 
a union, and so the Ministerium withdrew and stopped 
sending delegates to the GENERAL SYNOD. 

“The Ministerium was constantly busy trying to meet 
all of the needs which it was called upon to meet. There 
were many needs within and many needs without, and it 
was sometimes dismaying to determine which should be 
met first. 

“In 1841 the Ministerium undertook the support of 
Father Heyer, who went to India as the first missionary 
from the Lutheran Church in the United States. From that 
beginning has grown a wide missionary enterprise. 

“In 1859 the Ministerium opened an orphanage at 
Germantown. In 1864 the seminary at Philadelphia was 
established. Three years later Muhlenberg College was 
opened at Allentown. 

“In 1866 the Ministerium joined another union of Lu- 
theran synods which was called the GENERAL COUNCIL. 
This was made up of the Pittsburgh Synod, the New York 
Synod, the Joint Synod of Ohio, the English Synod of 
Ohio, the Synod of Wisconsin, the German Synod of 
Iowa, and the Synod of Missouri (not the present Missouri 
Synod). This group felt strongly united in faith and life. 

“United efforts have grown with the years. In 1918 
the GENERAL SYNOD, GENERAL COUNCIL, and the UNITED 

(Continued on Page 24) 
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The Christian family gives thanks 


The great importance of the home is a well-established 
fact. Not only is its spirit and character vital to those who 
live within its four walls and under its roof, but the home 
has great significance for the well-being of the nation and 
the world. The persons who go forth from it daily in- 
fluence the society round about them, so that it can be 
said, “as goes the home life of a people, so goes the des- 
tiny of that people.” And history itself is a witness to the 
truth of that statement. 

This study is based on two fundamental assumptions: 
(1) That the Christian home is the best possible home 
and the most potent influence for good in our generation; 
(2) that every sincere church member wants his home to 
be truly Christian. 


Where My Responsibility Begins 

Now I ask myself the question, “Is my home Chris- 
tian?” The directly personal way in which this question 
is phrased leads me to ask a further question, equally as 
personal: “To what extent am I responsible for making 
my home Christian?” Some may think that the unmarried 
have no responsibility, that as long as the young person 
is in his or her parental home, he or she has no respon- 
sibility for creating the atmosphere of the home. It is his 
or her privilege simply to enjoy the situation if it is pleas- 
ant and conducive to happy and healthful living, or his 
or her duty to bear it if the opposite is true. All of us 
know homes from which young people have sought to 
escape because they thought the conditions there were 
intolerable. Some have entered into hasty and _ ill-con- 
ceived marriages in order to avoid the unpleasantness of 
the parental home. They sought to enjoy the endless 
romantic bliss which they thought would come auto- 
matically in any home which they would found. With such 
an unrealistic outlook many are doomed to disappoint- 
ment. Each of us has a definite responsibility to be Chris- 
tian at home and to help make home Christian. 

Yes, to be Christian is the first requirement. And what 
does that mean for our home relationships? It means that 
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Is My Home 
Christian? 


By Frank H. Clutz 
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we shall be loving and considerate of each member of our 
family circle, giving first place to those who are “over us 
in the Lord’—our parents. We should certainly be mind- 
ful of the health, comfort, and convience of all the 
members of the household, but especially of Dad and 
Mother as they grow older. We shall not shut them out 
of our lives, but continue to make a real place for them 
in our affections and confide in them, seeking to benefit 
by their greater experience and wisdom garnered through 
the years. These fundamental attitudes will result in deeds 
of serving love. They too, have their own responsibility 
in this matter of being Christian in attitude and act to- 
ward us who live within the confines of the home as well 
as to those without. 


The Responsibility Grows 

Suppose the home is our very own, that as husband 
and wife we have assumed the responsibility for making 
it—what then? Our responsibility is then the more serious 
because it is up to us to create its atmosphere and to 
establish its tone. As young married people, that may 
confront us with numerous problems because the relation- 
ship we sustain to each other as spouses is so different 
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The Christian family reads the Bible daily 
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from that we have known as children in the home for so 
long. Nevertheless, the same qualities—loving concern, 
respect for personality, and mutual helpfulness—are es- 
sential and must be translated into terms of the new re- 
lationship. The closeness and intimacy of the husband- 
wife relationship intensify the demand for it. When both 
persons are intelligently and devotedly Christian the nec- 
essary vital adjustments the one to the other are the more 
readily made and the home gets off to the best possible 
start. When children come, we shall view them as the 
gift from God that they really are and earnestly seek to 
“bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord.” 

Being Christian means that we shall encourage others 
to become so. If there are other members of the family 
circle who have not made a Christian confession—whether 
parent, brother, sister, or spouse—we shall cheerfully grasp 
the opportunity to bring that person to faith in Christ, 
both by our words and by our example. But what can be 
done to improve the situation where all the members of a 
household are at least nominal Christians? 


In the latter case it means a vitalizing of the relation- 
ship to Christ and His Church. All who profess His Name 
need His help in making their confession effective and 
in living the Christian life with winsomeness. And because 
the matter of living the Christian life and sharing the 
Christian faith is not a solitary experience, we need the as- 
sociation with folk who have similar needs and who have 
found that in Christ they are met. They are like-minded 
people. We find them in the church. There is where we 
find the extension of our own families and see not only 
ourselves but other also as children of God. 

Regular church attendance for worship “in spirit and 
in truth” is a must in the development of the home life 
and spirit of a family who want to be truly Christian. 
Casual, occasional attendance, or merely that at festival 
times, is not sufficient to keep the family life vigorous and 
on a high spiritual plane. We, indeed, must not “forsake 
the assembling of ourselves together as the custom of 
some—today far too many—is.” How long has it been since 
the last time you invited members of your family to ac- 
company you to Church? You can do this today, whether 
or not you have been regular yourself, but you’d better 
resolve to be regular henceforth. 


Then, too, regular attendance will be followed by regu- 
lar reception of the Lord’s Supper by every confirmed 
member of the family. Though the Church’s practice con- 
siders any member who has received the Holy Com- 
munion once in a year as a communicant member, that 
will be readily recognized as too infrequent a reception to 
nourish faith in the growing Christian. The alert Christian 
will be eager to receive the Sacrament of the Altar at every 
season when it is offered in his church. Many families find 
that to receive this sacrament together is a real spiritual 
experience for them. They go to the altar as a family to 
receive the broken body and shed blood of our dear Lord. 


Of course, no earnest churchgoer can long be simply 
a bench-warmer, that is, be merely a churchgoer and 
not participate in some phase of the program of the church 
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Photo by Eva Luoma 
The Christian mother teaches her children to pray 


according to his ability. There are limitations to the kinds 
of church work which the individual member may render, 
but the nature of the work is so varied that there is some- 
thing which every willing member may do. Church wor- 
ship will naturally lead to church work for every member 
of the family. (The full-orbed organizational program of 
the church provides for every member of the household 
to share in it.) 


The Church in My Home 


No one will claim that these devotional practices that 
take place outside the home are sufficient to keep the 
spiritual level of the family’s life high between times. 
Church going takes place chiefly on Sundays the year 
round. Week-day services and activities of various kinds 
involving the whole family are few. No family can expect 
to grow strong and flourish on spiritual fare served one 
day in seven. So there are devotional practices which are 
very helpful to building the Christian home and which 
themselves become evidences of it. 

Grace at table. There will be a pause at meals when 
the family offers a prayer of thanks. It should be an ear- 
nest, meaningful prayer, not a hurried and mechanical 
repetition of a few lines which have long since lost their 
message. Like the Master did before He distributed the 
bread to the multitude, the Christian family will offer 
sincere thanks for the bounties set before them before 
they partake of them. 

How many homes neglect this simple but impressive 
custom! The habit of neglect is doubtless formed because 
the whole family is together for a few meals. (In that 
case, the individual may bow his or her head and return 

(Continued on Page 14) 


Seven 


The noise that you heard as you came through the 
door was the sound of our new tacking board for bulletins 
being fastened on the wall beside the desk! It is cork, 
and takes its shape from the spot on the front of the 
Senior Quarterly. Like itP We have long needed a place 
to pin up occasional posters, quotable quotes, and open 
letters. Now we have it! 


Pin-up Items 
And the first item to be attached—“Hear-ye!-Hear-ye!- 
all-chronic-complainers—is one which we wish to call to 
your attention. It is a letter from Clarence Wachholz, cir- 
culation manager of The Wisconsin Luther League, an 
A.L.C. Luther League publication. He said—and we quote: 


“The writer has used quite a number of your pam- 
phlets in past years and has been a subscriber to The 
Luther League Review for some time. Have found 
them to be a real help in my work among the young 
people.” 


He enclosed a copy of his four-page newssheet, the 
contents of which might also interest you. For instance, 
the lead article on page one tells about their Luther 
League’s EUROPEAN YOUTH PROJECT—really quite an am- 
bitious one. They propose to subsidize each of four ex- 
change students for one year by $600 (these are theologi- 
cal students sent to this country through plans of the Lu- 
theran World Federation for bringing European students 
to our seminaries), and to use the funds gathered in excess 
of these subsidies ($600 each) for Bible camps in Europe. 
(Remember our two European Youth Projects? One in 
Germany; the other, Hungary.) 

Then we have a “Correction, Please!” item to post, too. 
In February we told you that the Johnstown District of the 
Central Pennsylvania Synod collected Christmas cards (in 
advance of Christmas) to be sent to British Guiana for 
distribution among the children there. It did, but this was 
not its project alone. The whole of Central Penn Synod 
was in the act! In fact, gathering greeting cards, crayons, 
and coloring books (22,000 cards, 100 coloring books, 100 
boxes of crayons, 40 tablets, and 100 pencils) was only 
one part of its Six Star Missionary Program. 
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The others are: a missionary secretary in every Luther 
League; a special service for Missionary Day (pref- 
erably a church service); a mission study group in 
every Luther League; quota met for the Luther 
League’s project in British Guiana (China-Skeldon) ; 
performance of at least three community services 
(baskets for the poor, services in jails, hospitals or old 
folks’ homes, scrapbooks, etc.). 


The guiding spirit behind this program is Alfarata Sta- 
mets of Harrisburg, missionary secretary of Central Penn 
Synod, and it was she who informed us of the larger 
scope of the project. Isn’t it wonderful? 


Please! Please! Report 

How was your Intermediate Rally on April twenty-fifth? 
All the planning and details were left to the synods, con- 
ferences and/or locals this time (we have been warning 
you to exercise your ingenuity! ), and we are curious to 
know just what you did. We hope that you inspired the 
organization of Intermediate Luther Leagues in all of the 
congregations of the ULC! 

The Junior High crowd make wonderful Luther 
Leaguers, you know! The Intermediate League at St. 
Mark’s, Van Wert (that’s in Ohio), is a choir school, too. 
They meet each Sunday evening, spending the first part 
of the hour in discussing the topic and the second period 
rehearsing their music. Lest you think that they are an 
all-work-and-no-play group, we hasten to tell you that 
they held a Twelfth Night party complete with the burn- 
ing of a Christmas tree and the crowning of a “Bean 
King”! 

At Trinity, Ashland (also in Ohio), the Intermediates 
are also the Junior Choir, and they, too, meet every Sun- 
day evening to discuss and rehearse. At Christmas time 
they collected and repaired used toys for distribution to 
needy homes. (See what we mean?) 


Ideas for Intermediate Workers 
And here’s a clipping from The Youth of the Church, 
official publication of the Luther League of Ohio, just 
chuck full of ideas for Intermediates. (Superintendents, 
please copy!) 


“Ever since its reorganization in September, the Glen- 
wood, Toledo, Intermediate League has had some un- 
usual activities. In October came a taffy pull and 
presentation of a play for the congregation’s Family 
Night. A “peanut meeting” combined a social period 
and topic study of “The Peanut Man—George Wash- 
ington Carver.” In December Pauline Ziegler, R. N., 
a missionary serving in Liberia, Africa, talked to 
them about the Christmas traditions of the natives. 
This month (January), co-operating with the Senior 
Leaguers, the Intermediates are co-sponsors of a 
showing of the film Youth for the Kingdom in the 
congregation and Sunday School. Janet Hoover is the 
advisor to the League.” 


Can your Intermediates top that? 


The Early Bird Works 
Speaking of special days, The Bergen Buzz, published 
by the Bergen District of the Luther League of New 
Jersey, reminded us of Life Service Day way back in 
December when they ran an article entitled “Recruiting 
Station.” It was written by Constance Redeker, the Life 
Service Secretary, who said in brief that the term was a 
thoroughly familiar one in post-Pearl Harbor days when 

(Continued on Page 24) 
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e “Wr BEAR HIS BANNER’ is the theme for the Inter- 
mediate Rallies scheduled throughout the Church for Sun- 
day, April 25. A special program, including a skit using 
six Intermediates and an older Leaguer or adult, is avail- 
able for use on this day. 

State and Synodical Leagues are planning to observe 
this day in various ways. North Carolina is planning a 
State-wide Rally at Statesville. The Ministerium of Penn- 
sylvania and Illinois are concentrating their Spring con- 
ventions around the Intermediate program and the need 
for serving more of this age-group. 

These rallies are not to compete with or take the place 
of Pre-Confirmation Rallies. They are not Post Confirma- 
tion Rallies. The Intermediate Department of the Church 
includes more persons than are enrolled in the Senior 
Catechetical Class. 

The program “WE BEAR HIS BANNER” could be used very 
effectively in the local congregation. Invite every Inter- 
mediate boy and girl in the congregation and the parents 
of these youngsters. Be sure to include the teachers of 
their classes in Sunday School, the Scout leader and all 
others who serve in this department of the Church. 


® The INTERMEDIATE LEADER'S HANDBOOK, by Miss Mil- 
dred Gartelmann is now off the press. This 40-page book- 
let is full of suggestions for the person who has the 
responsibility of supervising the Intermediate Luther 
League. Order your copy now from Headquarters. They 
are 25c each. 


¢ Recently our pastor received a letter from the pastor of 
a Lutheran Church in Berlin. The German pastor was 
acknowledging a box of candy which had been received 
and distributed to the children there. In that letter of 
thanks was the statement that in addition to food and 
clothing, members of our Church there need letters from 
people of their own faith who live in the United States 
and Canada. We are of the belief that many of you 
Leaguers would enjoy and benefit from correspondence 
with Lutheran youth in Europe. 

We know of some Leaguers who are writing such let- 
ters now. Has your League ever discussed such a project? 
Of course, individuals may do this too. Do you have a 
list of names? If so, will you share those names with 
Headquarters? Thank you. 

If you are interested in writing to Lutherans overseas 
as a means of strengthening the peace by friendly cor- 
respondence, we can give you names and addresses. Be 
sure to state if you can or cannot write and read German 
or other European languages. 
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® A special committee of The Luther League of America 
met with committees of the Board of Publication and the 
Parish and Church School Board to discuss the possibili- 
ties of co-operatively extending the benefits of Tue Lv- 
THER LEAGUE Review to a larger number of the youth 
of the Church. It was decided to conduct a survey to 
determine what interest there is among the youth of the 
Church in a youth journal of any type and what the 
chief topics of interest are. 


© President Logan has given us some goals for 1948. Here 
are some of them: 


Our NuMERICAL GOALS 


50,000 Leaguers by 1951—an increase of 6,000 active 
members by the end of 1948. 

7,500 subscriptions to The Review by December 31 

$25,000 contributed to the China-Skeldon Fund by 
the end of 1948 

$10,000 Youth Sunday Offering 


Our SpririruaL GoALs 
A more vital faith for youth of the ULCA 
More of the “unchurched” won through the ULCA 
Every Confirmed Luther Leaguer a Communing mem- 
ber of the congregation 
One Young Man from each Synod enlisting for the 
ministry in 1948 
Better Leadership Training through the Luther League 


Tuts Is Urcent In 1948 


Double the ULCA Apportionment—5% Million 
Our Full Share for LWA 


® We are privileged to add the following to the 1947 
Honor Roll: 


Canada Ohio 

Maryland Ministerium of Penna. 

Michigan Pittsburgh 

North Carolina Rocky Mountain 
Wisconsin 


@ Once in a while our postman brings interesting mail. 
Among our letters recently was a “thank you” note from 
a pleased Luther Leaguer who had received prompt 
service for an order of materials. The girls in our office 
appreciate personal acknowledgment for their faithful 
service. 
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By Lucile Pettigrew Johnson 


The cross-word puzzle this month brings us a study of Stephen, the first Chris- 
tian martyr. The first person to lay down his life for his Lord was a layman, a 
gentleman of splendid reputation among his fellows, one whose personal worth 
qualified him to serve as a deacon. All Bible references are to the Book of Acts. 


ACROSS 


Jars . , lay not this sin to their 
" charge” 7:60 

Aa andaai standing on the right hand 
of God” 7:55 

9 Drinks in small quantities 

10 “Stephen, . of faith and power” 
6:8 

11 Also 

13 Fight (Slang U. S.) 


14 “and came... him” 6:12 

15 and 12 down “and . . . upon him 
with . . . accord” 7:57 

16 “they were . . . to the heart” 7:54 


18 Cluster of fibers occurring in wool 
staple 

20 “and stopped their . . .” 7:57 

22 Agricultural Engineer nae. 

23 Evil 

25 “We have. . 
mous words” 

27 Ancestor of Jesus Luke 3:28 

28 “Who have . . .d the law by the 
disposition of angels” 7:53 

30 Fully paid (abbr.) 

31 Exclamation expressing a command 
to be quiet, as to a horse 

33 Pertaining to two 

34 Calendar (abbr.) 

85 Soak (dial.) 

87 Senior (abbr.) 

38 “heard him say, that this Jesus of 
Nazareth shall destroy this . . .” 
6:14 

40 “when he had said this, he .. . 
asleep” 7:60 

41 Telegraphic transfer (abbr.) 

42 “And cast him . . . of the city” 7:58 

3 Kind of toy 

45 Wire gauge (abbr.) 

47 Company (abbr.) 

48 Obligation 

51 “and they gnashed on... 
teeth” 7:54 

52 Belonging to me 

53 “not able to resist the wisdom and 
the . . . by which he spake” 6:10 


. him speak blasphe- 
6:11 


with their 


DOWN 

Feminine name 
“Behold, I see the heavens . . .” 7:56 
Regimental Sergeant Major (abbr.) 
“slain them which shewed before of 

the coming of the . . . One” 7:52 
The letter L 
Roughly shaped piece of metal 


mD Uw moh re 


Ten 


7 And they . . . Stephen, calling upon 
God” 7:59 

8 “as your fathers did, . do ye” 
Teas 

9 “and the elders, and the .. .” 6:12 


12 See 15 across 

16 “Then they 
voice” 7:57 

17 See 29 down 


. out with a loud 


19 “And they stirred up the .. .” 6:12 

21 Conceal 

22 “. . . these things so” 7:1 

24 “Then there . . . certain of the syn- 
agogue” 6:9 

25 “Ye stiffmecked and uncircumcised 
int eee andears (bi 


Authorized version (abbr.) 

and 17 down “and shall been 2 the 
. . . which Moses delivered . 
6:14 

That which has actual existence 

“speak blasphemous words against 
this . . . place” 6:18 

“and... him, and brought him to 
the council” 6:12 

“and saw the .. . of God” 7:55 

Having small elevation 

“as it had been the... 
6:15 

Greek letter 

Printers’ measures 

“And set . .. false witnesses” 


Troop (abbr.) 


of an angel” 


6:13 


Our text is 1, 4, 28, 52 and 538 combined 
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“And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles 


among the people.” — Acts 6:8. 
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This party plan can be used indoors or 
out-of-doors. During this season of the 
year some Leagues begin outdoor activ- 
"ities, but if your League cannot go to 
the park, then take this imaginary trip 
to the park. The names of the games can 
be used in the invitation. “The Family 
Car will take the Luther Leaguers to 
an Imaginary Picnic ...................- (date), 
‘Suica sa ee ee (place) for Funny 
Feats, Fast and Furious, you will see 
animals of the Zoological Garden; or you 
can go Fish Spearing, In the Water, On 
the Shore, or find Concealed Goodies. 
Let’s all be there to play a game of 
Ping-Pong Football! } 


The Family Car 

Have the players sit in a circle and 
give each one the name of some part of 
an automobile; such as, wheel, brake, 
horn, lights, tire, back seat, tube, etc. 
The leader tells a story in which all the 
parts of the car are included. As each 
part is mentioned, the player having 
that name jumps up, spins around, and 
sits down again. When the name Family 
Car is mentioned, the whole party jumps 
up and whirls about. The leader should 
try to make his story as interesting as he 
can, so that the players’ attention may 
be distracted from the names of the 
automobile parts. The story might run 
something like this: 

When Jim Brown’s will was read, the 
Luther League found, to their conster- 
nation, that he had left them the old 
Family Car. It was a 1917 model, with 
a wheel at each corer, with wooden 
spokes and a gas tank that caught fire 
every time the tow-car towed it home 
at more than four miles an hour. The 
Luther League president was furious. 
... “We'll all have to get the old rat- 
tle trap here to go to the picnic,” he 
stormed, “for it needs two at the steer- 
ing wheel, one to work the brake from 
the back seat, one to walk in the front 
with the horn, and one to push the 
Family Car up the hills, ete.” (Find 
something to do for every part named, 
and occasionally mention the Family 
Car. End the story with the Family Car 
entering the park with a bang! Have 
someone in the background to make a 
loud noise by shaking tin cans in a large 
bag or by bursting a paper bag filled 
with air just as the leader says the last 
word. ) 


Funny Feats, Fast and Furious 
This is a game everyone in the group 
can play, one at a time. After all are 
seated in a circle, each person attempts 
to do some little act several times in suc- 
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IMAGINARY 
PICNIC 


By 
Bernice Pantel 


cession. Have a girl begin. Tell her to 
grip her nose with her left hand, and 
her left ear with the right hand. Then, 
as you call “Reverse” she releases her 
holds. Tell her to clap her hands once, 
and change grips—right hand to the 
nose, left hand to the right ear. Then 
the next person performs. If the game 
moves briskly, there are some funny 
results for the rest of the group to 
enjoy. 


In the Water, on the Shore 

Here is an opportunity for everyone 
to have fun in the water or on the shore. 
Mark a straight line down the center 
of the floor. One side is called “in the 
water”: the other side, “on the shore.” 
All the players stand on one side. The 
referee then calls out: “On the shore” 
or “In the water,” and the players must 
jump backward or forward, depending 
on which side is called. The referee tries 
to make them jump at the wrong time. 
He can, for example, call, “In the water,” 
when they are already on that side. Any- 
one making a wrong jump must leave 
the game, and the last one remaining in 
is the winner. 


Spearing Fish 

Someone will want to go fishing. Place 
a bowl of water in the center of the 
room and place a number of corks on 
the surface. Ask each player to take a 
turn in attempting to spear these corks 
with a daming needle and lift out at 
least one within sixty seconds. In order 
to make the game more intricate, re- 
mind the players that no corks may be 
pressed against the side of the bowl, 
and only one hand may be used. 


The Kangaroo © 
Everyone loves to see the kangaroos 
at the park. Select four players for this 
game: Lay out four rows of thin, light 
sticks. Place the sticks about three feet 


apart and have as many as the room will 
allow. Select a player for each row, and 
at the word “go” all the players must 
start to hop on one foot over each stick 
until they arrive at the last stick. As soon 
as a player arrives at the last stick, he 
turns around, still on one foot, and starts 
back, but this time after he hops over 
each stick, he must stoop down and pick 
it up. If he drops a stick, he must im- 
mediately start all over again. If he 
looses his balance and stands on both 
feet, he must also start over again. The 
winner will be the one who is the first 
to bring back all the sticks in his row. 


Concealed Goodies 

Place candy, an orange, or an apple 
in a box. Wrap the box with ten or more 
separate wrappings, each securely and 
separately fastened. The players should 
be seated in a ring and the parcel is 
handed around as someone begins to 
play the piano or count. While the music 
is being played the parcel moves from 
hand to hand, but the instant the music 
stops or the counting stops, the person 
holding the parcel starts to unwrap it. 
Make the breaks in music or counting 
only for a few moments. As soon as 
the music starts again the parcel must 
move along. This continues until the 
food is unwrapped. The player uncover- 
ing the fruit is allowed to keep it as 
his prize. 


Zoological Garden 

Prepare a card for every person at 
the party. At the top of the card write 
the name of an animal. Each name is 
to be duplicated, one card being given 
to a girl and the other one to a man. 
After the cards have been distributed, a 
signal is given and one monkey must 
look for the other monkey, etc. The men 
should imitate the animal represented 
by motion or sound to attract his part- 
ner. These partners may be used for 
the next game. 


Ping-Pong Football 

This game requires only four persons 
at one time, but it will be fun for all. 
This game can be played while the re- 
freshments are being prepared for serv- 
ing. 

Divide a table top into four equal 
parts with the aid of a piece of chalk. 
Now pick two teams from the animal pairs 
with a boy and a girl on each team. 
Place one member of each team at the 
ends of the table, with the other mem- 
ber. of both teams placed diagonally 
from each other on the side. 

(Continued on Page 18) 
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Youth of Europe Helped 


To Find Its “Way Back” 
Through Lutheran World Action 


“If Germany is to survive and to become a fit place in 
which to live, we must help German youth to find its 
way back to God.” 


Above 

Bugle call at one of 

the fifty Christian Youth 

Camps for young Dis- 

placed Persons in Ger- 

many 
These boys are learning 
to be cobblers, in a Lu- 
theran trades school in 
Jerusalem 
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By Ruth Curby 


That statement, made by Mrs. Julius Bodensieck, who 
is a Lutheran member of the REFUGEE AND DISPLACED 
PERSONS COMMISSION of the World Council of Churches in 
Germany, could be said just as truly of Europe as a whole. 

And Lutherans are doing something about that chal- 
lenge! Through you—through your contributions to Lu- 
theran World Action—youth of Europe is being helped to 
find its “way back.” 

Perhaps many of you are familiar with the Youth Camps 
conducted in Central Europe last summer, for which Lu- 
theran World Action provided funds for food, to make 
the camps possible. In nearly fifty such camps—much like 
your own Luther League Camps—40,000 teen-age boys 
and girls were enabled to have two weeks of Christian 
fellowship and recreation. The importance of these camps 
really takes on double value when we remember that for 
a large percentage of the youths attending, their stay at 
the camps represented their first wholesome contact in 
years with “normal” life as we know it. Reared during the 
tragic war and postwar years, many of these boys and 
girls had lost their parents, homes, churches—all but life 
itself. Now, at these camps, they could get a “new lease” 
on life. Christian speakers, Bible study, discussion groups, 
opportunity to learn handicraft, and outdoor recreation 
were all part of the program to help these young people 
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You are playing a part in shaping the 
world of tomorrow—through Lutheran World 
Action. For through this channel, you are 
giving hope, and sometimes life itself, to the 
youth who belong to. your generation. 


to live again. It was a chance for them to evaluate what 
the real things in life are, for the spiritual aspect was 
stressed throughout the camps. 


Help to Schools 

A phase of help to youth which you probably know 
less about, because it has been less publicized, is Lutheran 
World Action aid to education in Europe. Bombs that 
destroyed whole cities did not spare churches or schools. 
For this reason, every type of Christian education, too, 
suffered a serious setback in the conflict areas of the war. 

LUTHERAN WORLD ACTION has tried to apply funds to 
strengthen Christian education in the most practical ways 
and places. For example, a $40,000 grant to the Institut 
De Glay, in the Montbeliard district of France, enabled 
that school to rebuild and reopen a year ago to serve the 
youth of France. This institution is a Lutheran boys’ 
school, and several of its 115 enrollees have expressed a 
desire to enter training for the Lutheran ministry upon 
the completion of their studies at De Glay. 


Seminary Students Helped 

In Vienna, the ruins of the celebrated Karlsplatz School, 
foremost Lutheran school in Austria, bear witness to the 
destruction of some of our finest institutions. Comman- 
deered by the Nazis and burned by them when they 
abandoned the city, Karlsplatz will be rebuilt with Lu- 
theran World Action aid, so that the school can again be 
of service to the Church. 

Lutheran youth training for the ministry is being aided 
in several respects. The severe shortage of religious lit- 
erature immediately following the war made it necessary 
for Lutheran World Action to purchase raw materials 
from which the needed Bibles, theological books, and 
other religious literature could be produced. This is being 
done by the process of “self-help”—local manufacture—be- 
cause this is the most practical and inexpensive method 


of providing the needed supplies. 
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The books from which these theological students at Czecho- 
slovakia’s Lutheran Bratislava Seminary are studying, were 
made available through Lutheran World Action funds 


Theological students are being aided in physical ways, 
also, as are those studying to be Christian teachers. A 
former hotel in the Austrian capital of Vienna has been 
rented by the Church to assist Lutheran students at Vien- 
na University. Here, for a few shillings a month, they 
receive a free luncheon provided by Lutheran World 
Action, without which many of them would not have the 
strength to carry on their studies. 

In some countries, where religious instruction is for- 
bidden in the schools, it is necessary for the Church to 
supply teachers and quarters for this purpose. Lutheran 
World Action funds step in to assume this responsibility, 
so that Lutheran young people in these regions will re- 
ceive the religious instruction needed now more than ever 
to guide them in their daily lives. 

A serious shortage of lay leadership also prevails in 
Europe. Through LWA funds, help is being given to 
young people following vocations such as nursing, visiting 
needy families, helping with parish work, and assisting 
deaconesses in their labors for the Church. Special bar- 
racks have been erected to house young women training 
for these types of work. 

In supporting “orphaned missions’—those missions cut 
off since the war from their mother countries of Germany 
and Finland—Lutheran World Action continues the ac- 
tivities of institutions of special service to young people. 
Orphans’ homes, trades schools, where practical trades 
such as printing and shoe-repairing are taught and Chris- 
tian educational schools, are some of the types of insti- 
tutions where young people in such far-flung lands as 
Palestine, China, Africa, and New Guinea are given an 
opportunity to stand on their own feet. Who can say of 
what value this help now will be for the far-flung Lutheran 
Churches of the future—or what the absence of such help 
to their youth today would mean? 


Left 

Workmen pause for a brief serv- 
ice, during reconstruction of the 
Institut De Glay in France 
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fon young adult 


IS MY HOME CHRISTIAN? 


By REV. FRANK H. CLUTZ 


Zionsville, Pa. 


WHY? To assist young adults in their task of 
home making by giving them a standard to strive 
for; to encourage them to measure their present 
attainments, and, if unsatisfactory, to make a new 


start. 


HOW? Use a married couple and one (or more) 
unmarried persons to present this subject. The 


nature of the presentation of each would largely 
be conditioned by individual experiences. Choose 
them carefully. 


@ SEE RESOURCE ARTICLE PAGES 6, 7 
@ WHAT DO YOU THINK? 


What is a Christian home? List the essential character- 
istics. Contrast it with the non-Christian home. 

Mention prevailing practices which tend to destroy 
home life today; those that tend to strengthen it. 

What is the responsibility of today’s homes for those 
of tomorrow? 

How may family worship be made effective and appeal- 
ing to all the members of the household? 

In what ways can Christian young people and young 
adults help in making their parental homes more Chris- 
tian? 

What is involved for the young married couples in 
being Christian in their personal relationships? 

What is their Christian responsibility toward their off- 
spring. 

Does the young mother have any special responsibility 
in the matter of the child’s faith? Why? 

What is the religious responsibility of the young father? 

Why are many Christians timid about discussing reli- 
gion and offering prayer in the family circle? 


@ PROGRAM 

Call to Worship: “O Come, let us worship the Lord; For 
He is our Maker.” 

Hymn: “Saviour, Breathe an Evening Blessing” (PSH 
814) 

Lesson: Colossians 3:17-23 

Prayer: 
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O God, who hast ordained that man should not live 
alone but in the blessed fellowship of the family life: 
Grant unto Thy Church that it may continually serve 
to the strengthening of the family tie through the 
ministry of the grace of Thy pure love; so that, as 
they are drawn to Thee, husband and wife, parents 
and children, may be drawn to one another; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Special Music or Hymn: “O Happy Home” (PSH 306) 

The Topic and Discussion 

The Offering 

Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn: “The Day Thou Gavest, Lord, is Ended” (PSH 
847) 


@ IS MY HOME CHRISTIAN? 
(Continued from Page 7) 


thanks, whether in private or public.) In a congregation 
in New Jersey some time ago a survey revealed that 
only 2 out of 22 families regularly said grace at table. 
_ The family altar. This need not be a piece of house- 
hold furniture, though it may be. It is essentially corporate 
worship at home—a definite time when the Bible is read 
and prayer is offered every day. Such a service may be 
quite simple or as elaborate as the users may prefer. The 
Church has a Family Service Book which provides orders 
for those so minded to use them, and it publishes monthly 
a simple daily devotional booklet called “Light for Today.” 

The family altar should bring together the members of 
the family in a co-operative and rewarding religious ex- 
perience. Gathered around God’s Word where participa- 
tion is sincere and shared, a family will have a blessed 
fellowship. In recent times there has been something of 
a revival of this once more common practice. Let us hope 
that it will continue to bring blessings to faithful users. 

The outlook of the Christian family will be character- 
ized by quietness and confidence because they trust their 
future to Christ. They will not be improvident, but neither 
will they be fretful and full of care about the morrow. 
They will find their ultimate security in Him. Because 
of His Presence no storms will be too strong for them to 
stand and no burdens too heavy to be borne. Parents and 
children will cheerfully live together, labor together, and 
worship together and with Him. In this atmosphere Chris- 
tian character and spiritual leadership will develop. 
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A Month of Memorable Days 
2-—Life Service Day 
9—Keep the Home Fires Burning 
Colossians 3:18-22 
16—Lutheranism Faces the Crisis 
II Corinthians 8:7-15 
23-A Day Dedicated to a Great Doctrine 
I John 5:7 (A. V.) 
30—“‘That We Here Highly Resolve” ~ 
II Samuel 23:8-12 


The Sundays of May, 1948, are all special events, either in the Luther 
League calendar or that of the Church. Therefore, the topics proposed are 


geared to these events. In order, they are: Life Service Day; Christian 
Family Day (or Mothers’ Day); Lutheran World Action Day; The Festival 
of the Holy Trinity; and Memorial Day. 


LIFE ON TODAY'S FRONTIERS 
LIFE SERVICE DAY PROGRAM—1948 


By REV. JOHN P. SHANNON, Minneapolis, Minnesota 


@ SUGGESTIONS 

This program may be used at a_ public 
service in the local congregation; or at a dis- 
trict Life Service Rally. In either case, all 
participants in the presentation of the pro- 
gram should be Leaguers. Each participant 
should wear clothing, costume, or make-up 
that will indicate what he represents. As each 
group enters the chancel or stage, they stand 
in the center, near the front, until the reader 
has finished. Then they take seats on either 
side of the chancel or stage. If it is felt that 
their appearance does not clearly indicate what 
they represent, they may carry placards; or 
the reader may announce them as they appear. 
At the reciting of the Life Service Covenant, 
and during the singing of the closing hymn, 
all the participants should stand in the center 
of the chancel and face the congregation. 

A Standard with the Luther League emblem 
might be placed near the lectern. The Reader 
would stand here when speaking. The Life 
Service flag would then be placed near the 
pulpit. 

If it is felt that the program should be longer 
(which would be desired if there is no dedica- 
tion of crosses or entering of names on the 
scroll), the speaking parts may be expanded, 
using what is here printed as a base. If a mis- 
sionary or other full-time worker will participate 
in the program, he may be given extra time. 


@ THE PROGRAM 

Liturgist: “In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.” 

Reader: “Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature.” 
—Mark 16:15 

Hymn: “The Son of God Goes Forth to 
War’ (CSB 883) 

Psalm: 67 (Read responsively ) 

Gloria Patri: (Sung or said) 

Scripture: Acts 15:40—16:10 (The Mac- 
edonian Call) 

Hymn: “A Charge to Keep I Have” 
(CSB 876) 

Reader: We are gathered to consider 
“Life on today’s frontiers.” There are 
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few frontiers today like those that 
existed in the days of great explora- 
tion. Men have penetrated to every 
corner of the globe. Almost all habit- 
able parts of the earth are inhabited, 
many being over populated. The old 
frontiers are gone. But there are 
countless spiritual frontiers lying be- 
fore us. Most of the people of the 
world must yet be won to Christ. Let 
us look at these frontiers and consider 
how we may be victorious explorers. 

Hymn: “O Blessed House” (First Stanza, 
CSB 416, as solo) 

Reader: The first frontier is. the home. 
(Young Couple and Child appear) 
Man speaks: The first frontier is the 
home. To have a Christian world we 
must have Christian homes. Children 
must be brought up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. Other- 
wise the succeeding generations will 
be pagan. Parents must bring their 
children to God’s house to receive the 
ministration of the Word and Sacra- 
ments. All members of the family must 
exemplify the Christian way of life at 
all times and thus establish the King- 

dom of God where they live. 

Hymn: “Where Cross the Crowed Ways 
of Life” Stanzas 1, 5, 6. (CSB 235) 

Reader: The second frontier is the com- 
munity. 

(Pastor, Deaconess, Social Worker, 
Nurse, Professor appear.) 

Pastor speaks: Christian homes maintain 
the church and the institutions of the 
church by their gifts of , love—God’s 
share of their income, personal use 
of their talents and time, giving of 


their sons and daughters. In this way 
the Kingdom of God is planted in 
the community and the members be- 
gin to go forth into the world to 
bring the gospel to all men. Our 
community would be a sorry place 
without the church, the Christian col- 
lege, the hospitals, welfare societies, 
pastors, deaconesses, doctors, nurses, 
social workers, teachers. 

Hymn: “Look from Thy Sphere of End- 
less Day” Stanzas 1 and 8. (CSB 232) 

Reader: The third frontier is American 
Missions. 

(Porto Rican pastor, Rural pastor, 
City pastor, Colored or Indian Mis- 
sion pastor appear. ) 

One speaks: American Missions means 
“planting the church and helping it 
to serve with pastor and property any- 
where in North America, from Alaska 
to Panama and the Carribean Sea.” 
American Missions are planted wher- 
ever people are found and the church 
is not present, whether in the city, 
the town or country, on the Indian 
reservation, or on the islands of the 
seas. There has been a tremendous 
shifting of the population in recent 
years. As a result the far West has 
grown many fold. The population of 
North America is continually increas- 
ing. Wherever there are people, there 
the Word must be preached and: the 
Sacraments administered. The Church 
needs larger gifts of money and more 
numerous gifts of individual lives to 
keep pace. Hundreds of young men 
and women are needed as pastors and 
deaconesses to GO, and proclaim the 
Gospel in the moving, growing world 
round about us. 

Hymn: “From Greenland’s Icy Moun- 
tains” (Third Stanza, CSB 220) 

Reader: The last and greatest frontier 
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is World Missions. 
(Japanese, Chinese, Indian, African, 
British Guianian, Argentine appear. ) 
Chinese speaks: We represent our pre- 
sent mission endeavors throughout the 
world. The Lutheran Church of the 
World reaches out to every part of 
the world. The doors are open. The 
Scriptures say, “Behold, I have set 
before thee an open door.” Certainly 
the door is open in China, today, and 
the whole world as well—more than 
at any other time in history. The Lord 
has His followers to “go into all the 
world.” We beseech you to come to 
us—hundreds, yes, thousands of you, 
as many as our Christian brethren in 
our lands and yours can support. We 
thank you for Miss Ielene Ufkes and 
we hope that she symbolizes the 
spirit of the Lutheran youth of North 
America. May she be followed by a 
continuous stream of trained pastors, 
deaconesses, doctors, nurses, evan- 
gelists, teachers, from among your 
young people. The islands of the great 
Pacific are in our front yard; Japan 
is on our threshold; India forms our 
south wing; the Soviet Republics our 
north wing. Our doors are open. We 


await the Christ. Won't you bring 
Him to us? 

British Guianian speaks: China truly 
symbolizes the great World Missions 
frontier today. As China is the door 
to the Northern Hemisphere, so Guiana 
is the door to the Southern Hemi- 
sphere. From here the great airways 
go on to Brazil, and thence to the 
Argentine, and across the sea to Africa. 
Our doors are open, too; and the 
blessings that Christ brings are every- 
where evident. We are grateful for 
the high school which the Lutheran 
youth of North America have promised 
us. Your prayers and your gifts have 
always been blessed and multiplied in 
their effect by God’s gracious hand. 
May this present gift be the fore- 
runner of a host of individual lives 
dedicated and trained for service on 
these frontiers. We await with interest 
completion of the project. 

Hymn: “Onward, Christian Soldiers” 
(CSB 879) 

Reader: Let us now resolve to know and 
to do the Will of God on today’s 
frontiers. 

(Congregation reads Life Service Cov- 
enant, in unison )+* 


KEEP THE HOME FIRES BURNING 


Colossians 3:18-22 
By REY. CHARLES F. BROBST, Telford, Pennsylvania 


© PROGRAM SUGGESTIONS 


Use a number of persons in the presenta- 
tion of the topic. This spreads activity and 
interest. It also trains more leadership. 

An able person may discuss the whole topic. 

The person in charge of the topic could ask 
a number of individuals to prepare assigned 
portions of the topic. Make assignments well 
in advance. Material additional to what is 
found here should be sought. 

The presentation could be made in the form 
of a panel discussion. 

Some of the quotations—a poem, or other 
suitable material—-may be used by leader for 
the introduction. The last paragraph of the 
topic could also be used. 

The poem, “Home,” by 
would be very fitting. 

A young man and woman could be assigned 
the subject, “‘Why My Home Will be a Happy 
One,” using the topic as source material. 


Edgar A. Guest 


© THE PROGRAM 


Soft Devotional Music 

Hymn: “Sweet Hour of Prayer’ (239 PSH) 

Introduction by the Leader 

Scripture: Colossians 3:18-22 

Prayer: Almighty God, the Father and Maker 
of us all, we praise and adore Thee, not 
only because Thou has created us and dost 
provide for our daily needs, but didst send 
Thine only Son to be our Savior and Re- 
deemer. Grant us a continuance of Thy 
favors, Lead us into all spiritual truths. Give 
us a right mind toward all things. Strengthen 
our weak faith, enlighten our darkened minds, 
lift our fallen spirits, kindle our fading 
hopes. Sanctify our homes, bless all parents, 
vouchsafe Thy goodness to all children and 
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evermore protect Thy living Word in our 
family circles. Let Thy spirit rule in the 
choice of life partners and direct the course 
of our love. May Thy love dominate our 
friendships and Thy mercy save us from our 
sins. Visit us this hour, O Lord, with Thy 
directive spirit. Use us to impart and receive 
Thy truths, to Thy glory and our good. In 
Jesus’ Name, we pray. Amen. 

Hymn: “O Happy Home” (806 PSH) 

The Presentation and Discussion of the Topic 

Special Feature: (poem, music, reading) 

Hymn: ‘‘Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Word” 
(121 PSH) 

Offering 

The Luther League Hymn: (294 PSH) 

Prayer and Benediction 


@ THE TOPIC 


The Importance of the Home 

“Keep the Home Fires Burning.” This 
subject suggests that the home is im- 
portant, and so it is. It is the most fun- 
damental of all institutions. It lies at the 
very basis of all life. The standards of 
life cannot rise above the level of the 
family. Reasonable men of all ages have 
considered the home the cornerstone of 
society, the bulwark of the church, an 
the hope of tomorrow. : 

In the nation. The home is the key- 
stone of the nation. As the homes are, 
so will the nation be. Calvin Coolidge 


Life Service Covenant 
It is my purpose, with God’s help, to 
follow Jesus Christ. 


I will not drift into my life work, but 
I will earnestly seek God’s Will and, as 
it becomes clear to me, I will do it 


gladly. 


(At this time the names of Leaguers 
who have entered full-time service 
since Life Service Day in 1947 may be 
read. The names should then be en- 
tered upon the Scroll, or the Crosses 
upon the Flag)? 

Liturgist: And now let us offer our gifts 
for the (here announce the project for 
which the offering will be used, and 
the ‘frontier’ on which it is found) 

Offertory: Anthem by Choir; or Solo 

Liturgist: Let us pray. (Here may be 
used Collect No. 54 in the Common 
Service Book, or other appropriate 
petitions ) 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Benediction 

Hymn: “O Christians, Leagued Togeth- 
er” (CSB 578) 


1 Life Service Covenant 
L.L.A. headquarters. 

2 Pamphlet on the Life Service Flag contains 
service for placing cross on the flag, is avail- 
able at L.L.A. headquarters. 


cards available at 


declared, “The destiny and greatness of 
America lie around the hearthstone.” 
The general level of any civilization 
cannot rise higher than the qualities of 
the home. . 

In the church. The church depend 
upon the home for its life. The success 
or failure of the church and its work 
depends largely upon the homes. What 
our churches need most is better homes. 
The child begins his religious life with 
the parents as the teachers. The church 
can use and build only upon that which 
was begun in the family circle. The home 
base of the church is the home. 


The Preparation for A Home 

Its necessity. Since the home is so 
very important, more attention should 
be given to its formation. Young people 
will train for years, and rightly so, at 
great expense of time, effort, and money 
for their life’s work. How much effort 
is devoted to preparing for a new home 
that is to harbor everything most dear? 
Often very little, if any. Good music 
enhances life anywhere, especially in the 
home. Yet it is possible to have a happy 
home without any formal musical train- 
ing. Hundreds of dollars are spent for 
musical instruments and lessons, count- 
less hours are given to study and prac- 
ticing, but little is spent to get ready 
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for one of the most important events 
on this earth, the establishment of a new 
home. 

Parental help in the past. In years 
gone by, parents gave considerable at- 
tention to equipping their children for 
a successful family life of their own. 
Families then were a unit. Most of the 
time was spent together at the family 
hearth. The mother taught her daughter 
the rudiments of homemaking, the father 
taught his son his trade. The home was 
the place where the family worked and 
played. It was essentially a place of 
fellowshiping, which it must always be. 
Today home is often nothing but a place 
in which to eat and sleep. Hence more 
conscious effort need be made by young 
people to prepare for the making of a 
happy home. 

Parental help in the present. The home 
which today’s young people will eventu- 
ally claim as their own is very largely 
determined by the kind of home in which 
they are reared. Their own home will be 
influenced by the kind which they 
helped to form during their childhood 
days. Christian living in the parental 
home before marriage is a most effective 
preparation for the highest type of family 
life. Young people who have received 
the right kind of religious training in 
home and church have an advantage. 
They already have a good start when 
they enter into marriage and establish 
their own homes. 

Our own importance. No home can 
be better than its occupants. It is made 
up of ordinary mortals. God hasn’t any 
other material of which to build a home. 
He has no plans to build them of any- 
thing else. If our homes are not what 
they should be, it is because we are 
not what we should be. 

The place to begin building the home 
of our dreams is to begin with ourselves. 
Out of it will come exactly what we put 
into it. And the time to begin is long 
before we pick our life partner. The 
habits, desires, ideals, and _ interests 
formed during our youth are taken with 
us in to our new abode. A happy home 
does not just happen; it is not an inci- 
dental acquirement; it is an achievement. 

A by-product. Much as we crave hap- 
piness and peace, it cannot be bought 
with dollars and cents. It is not sold 
across the counter of the public markets. 
Nor can it be seized in a home where 
it does exist and taken to the family 
where it is absent. Peace and happiness 
are by-products. They will blossom like 
a lovely rose when the proper conditions 
are met. When the right kind of seed 
is sown in the right type of soil under 
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the right conditions there is always a 
harvest. So it is with these coveted 
factors in a home. 

A city magistrate had two feuding 
neighboring families before him. Said 
the one. “All I want is peace.” The 
magistrate replied, “I wish I could give 
it to you in a package, but I can’t.” 
That is not only true among families, it 
is equally true in families. 

Courtship days. The husband-that- 
is-to-be and the wife-that-is-to-be de- 
termine for themselves during their 
courtship days the nature of their home- 
in-the-making. If there is no respect for 
the commandments of God before mar- 
riage, they will be easily broken after 
the ceremony. The conduct of those who 
do the courting will color their lives 
in the future. If that conduct is in har- 
mony with the highest ideals, happiness 
in the future home is on its way. 


The Requisites for A Happy Home 


The Presence of Christ. The first re- 
quisite for a happy home is that it be 
built on the firm foundation of Jesus 
Christ. Christ must have first place. 
Youth has no better friend, who Him- 
self knew the problems of young man- 
hood and “was tempted like as we are.” 
The familiar motto found displayed in 
some homes might well become the 
motto in every home. . . 


CurisT 1s THE HEAD oF Tuts House, 
Tue UNSEEN GurEsT AT Every MEAL, 
Tue Sment LIsTENER TO EVERY 
CONVERSATION. 


When Christ enters our home He 
comes with peace for our hearts and 
hearths. That peace reflects itself in the 
peace we maintain with others. He offers 
strength to overcome our temptations. 
That strength keeps us on the way of 
honor and respect. Christ in any home 
will weld parents and children together 
in an unselfish affection, and mirror that 
sacred love by which God calls the 
believers in Christ His children. Homes 
blessed by our glorious Savior’s Presence 
will re-echo His patience, His forbear- 
ance, His willingness to share burdens. 
Homes with Jesus as the perpetual 
Guest are not the problem homes of to- 
day. His warmth will “Keep the home 
fires burning.” 

Young people as they enter courtship 
days should avoid every thought of mar- 
riage with an unbeliever. A home can- 
not be divided, for Christ and against 
Him, and have any hope of real hap- 
piness. Make it a requirement that your 
life partner must be of the same faith. 

A successful home is not dependent 


upon a special type of house. It may be 
a mansion, beautifully furnished and 
ably serviced by servants, or a humble 
rented hut. It may have all the com- 
forts and luxuries money can buy, or it 
may contain only the bare necessities 
of life. That house which has the spirit 
of Christ harbors a home regardless of 
its physical construction. 

The home in the church. “Church- 
going Families are Happier Families.” 
This slogan appears on a prominent sign 
board in front of one of our churches 
along a much-traveled Eastern highway. 
It contains a truth that has been verified 
by countless numbers of people. Church 
loyalty in worship and activity has its 
wholesome effect on home life. It helps 
to give home its character. The feelings 
and influences which become associated 
with those sitting together regularly in 
the family pew abide through the years. 
It helps to hold marriage and family life 
steady. 

The church in the home. The Bible 
should have a prominent place in the 
life of the family. It must not only be 
conspicuously displayed but conscien- 
tiously read. It is the best seller because 
it is the best guidebook for living. The 
Bible makes a big difference whenever 
it is used, and its influence is most vital 
when it receives family use. 

No home is complete with neglected 
prayer. Each member of the family 
should commune daily with his God in 
his own private way. No Christian worthy 
of the name would fail to offer grace 
at mealtime. He will have other stated 
times for prayer. Our Lord spent. much 
time in fellowship with His Father. We 
cannot afford to go through life without 
it. 

Family devotions have always been a 
helpful factor in a happy family life. 
Family worship should be begun the 
very first day after the marriage. Many 
helps, such as “Light for Today,” are 
available as guides. 

Children. The happiest homes have 
children. In the first nine chapters of 
the Bible the divine command, “Be fruit- 
ful and multiply,” is given three times. 
One of the chief purposes of marriage 
is to rear a family. Since this is one of 
the Lord’s requirements, the fullest hap- 
piness cannot be achieved unless His 
conditions are met. 

Companions. A person is not only 
judged by the company he keeps, but 
his life is molded by the influence of his 
associates. Young people particularly 
need to choose their companions wisely. 
A person who has faulty motives and 
enjoys secondary pastimes will soon soil 
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your thinking and life. Carousing does 
not equip one to enjoy a happy family 
life with the one whom you promised to 
love until death parts you. Tares sown 
in your life by evil companions will 
bring a rift into your present and future 
home life. Choose the best folks for your 
associates and the best places in which 
to spend your leisure. 

Reading. The type of reading that a 
person does is important. Church peri- 
odicals, religious magazines, and books 
help to build successful homes. There 
is such a variety of publications avail- 
able today that choice must be exer- 
cised and only the best selected. To read 
trashy material helps to destroy the very 
thing that is most desired. 

Pictures. Pictures in the home also 
have a mighty influence. They are silent 
but potent teachers. One can tell the 
kind of home he enters by noting the 
kind of pictures displayed on the wall. 
A mother once visited her son’s room 
in a college dormitory. She was shocked 
at the lewd pictures in his room. She 
said nothing but upon arrival at home 
she sent him a picture of Sallman’s Christ 
On her second visit the old pictures 
were gone and the new one was hanging 
above his desk. When she inquired about 
the pictures, he replied, “They just 
couldn’t stay there with Him.” 

Moving pictures develop moods and 
influences for good or ill. Both kinds 
are shown on the screen. The wisest 
choice should be exercised by those who 
attend them. Bad showings have a tend- 
ency to destroy the ability to tell the 
difference between good and bad. They 
lead us into compromising with evil. 
Some of our reliable magazines, as THE 
LUTHERAN, publish estimates of pictures 
which are an aid in selecting the best. 

A concluding appraisal of a good 
home. Madame Evangeline Schumann- 
Heink gave the following version of a 
good home. “A roof to keep out rain; 
four walls to keep out wind; floors to 
keep out cold. Yes, but home is more 
than that. It is the laugh of a baby, the 
song of a mother, the strength of a 
father; warmth of loving hearts, light 
from happy eyes, kindness, loyalty, com- 
radeship. Home is the first school, and 
first church for the young ones, where 
they learn what is right, what is good, 
and what is kind; where they go for 
comfort when they are hurt or sick; 
where joy is shared and sorrow is eased; 
where father and mother are respected 
and loved; where children are wanted; 
where the simplest food is good enough 
for kings because it is earned; where 
even the tea kettle sings from happiness. 
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That is home—God bless it.” Such a 
home is the worthy desire of every young 
man and woman for here the home fires 


are burning brilliantly. 


© THE BIBLE SPEAKS 


Genesis 1:26-28. The author of Genesis places 
the home and family at the very source of 
human life. No other institution precedes it. 
God Himself created man and woman and 
placed them together. God sanctioned and 
made provision for the home. That sanction 
and approval He has never removed. Through- 
out the ages He has made it possible for His 
people to live together in homes. 


Mark 10:2-9. Jesus never ignored the basic 
character of the home. He sought always to 
strengthen and make it perfect. The home had 
a place in His plan for the Kingdom. It is not 
a human institution which some day may be 
out-moded, and for which a new social unit 
may be substituted. It is a divine institution 
that is a permanent structure of society. 


Ephesians 5:22-33. God exalts marriage. It is 
so holy and sacred that He compares it with 
the mystical union of Christ and His glorious 
Church. The church is the bride and Christ 
the Bridegroom. The marriage is to have some- 
thing of the same qualities that are found in 
the union of Christ and His Church. Love is to 
reign in the home as it dwells in His Kingdom. 


Psalm 128:1-6. The happy homes are daily 
sustained and guided by the grace of a loving 
Savior, who is their Lord and Master. They 
have faith in God and strive to do His will. 
In such a home we find that Christian love is 
truly lived, there is a family altar and there 
is an earnest love for, and devotion to, the 
Church of God. 


Colossians 3:12-25. The love that Paul speaks 
of here is a love that pervades all human re- 
lationship. The beautiful graces mentioned are 
lived in a home founded on Christian love. 
When Christ dwells in a place where every- 
thing is done in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
the fullest happiness appears. Paul tells hus- 
bands and wives to love each other with Chris- 
tian love so that they may have true peace. 


Ephesians 6:1-9. The home exists to be a 
blessing to all who find shelter there. It is 
not to be self-centered but to reach out a 
serving hand to others. Its gladness is to be 
radiated outside the home. The blessings of 
God are to be shared. The sunshine of hap- 
piness should shine through the lives of happy 
families as a testimony of God’s goodness. 


Titus 2:1-8. The home is composed of in- 
dividuals. They determine the quality of the 
home. If the husband and wife are individually 
godly, their home will reflect the character of 
their own personality. Hence, Paul exhorts men 
and women to avoid the ways of evil, and to 
be a pattern of good works by word and 
works. 


© BIBLICAL BASES 


Read II Timothy 3:12-17. Give some evi- 
dences that Timothy’s home was in close touch 
with the church. 

Read John 12:1-9. What made Jesus feel 
at home in the Bethany home? 

Read Luke 15:11-32. Was this 
home? What made it so? 


a happy 


@ PRACTICAL QUESTIONS 


We dedicate churches and institutions to 
the glory of God with appropriate ceremonies. 
Why not have a dedicatory ceremony for a 
home? 

Should the church offer courses for home- 
making? 

Why should mixed marriages, especially be- 
tween Protestants and Roman Catholics, be 
avoided? 


Explain the use and difference between the 
civil and religious marriage ceremony. 


© PROJECTS 


1. Stage a family having family devotions. 
2. Ask a happily married young couple to 
explain the source of their happiness. 

3. Interview a number of persons whom you 
regard very highly, seeking to discover the 
type of home life before and after their 
marriage. 

4, Work out a program for the dedication 

of a home. 

. Books on the subject could be displayed 

on a table for examination. 


uw 


© QUOTATIONS 


To Adam Paradise was home. To the good 
among his descendants, home is paradise.—Hare 

When home is ruled according to God’s 
word, angels might be asked to stay with us, 
and they would not find themselves out of their 
element.—Spurgeon 

Be it ever so humble, there’s no place like 
home.—Payne 

Christianity begins at home. We build our 
characters there, and what we become in after 
years is largely determined by our training 
and home environment.—Hobson 

Every house where love abides and friend- 
ship is a guest is surely home, and home, sweet 
home; for there the heart can rest.—Henry 
Van Dyke 


©® HELPFUL BOOKS 


1. Rudisill, Earl S., “Christian Family Life” 

2, Fiske, G. W., “Problems of Christian 
Family Life Today” 

3. Hayward, Perey, “The Home and Chris- 
tian Living” 

4. Wood, Leland Foster, “Harmony in Mar- 
riage” 

5. Wood, Leland Foster, “Making a Home” 

6. Schuette, W. E., “God Save the Home” 

7. Beckwith, Geo. D., “The American Home 
and Character Trends” 

8. Geiseman, O. A., “Making Yours a Happy 
Marriage” 


Imaginary Picnic 
(Continued from Page 11) 


Each player now has his particular 
area to take care of and must act only 
when the ball comes inside that area. 
The ball (a ping-pong ball) is now 
placed in the center of the table and at 
the word “go” players at the ends start 
blowing the ball toward the opposite 
ends of the table. As soon as the ball 
crosses the middle section into one of 
the end quarters it is up to the player 
on the side to blow it back again. The 
object of the game is to blow the ball 
off the table at one of the ends and 
make a “Blowdown.” The team scoring 
the greatest number of “Blowdowns” in 
ten minutes wins. 


Refreshments 
Such things as are served at picnics 
would be most appropriate—sandwiches, 
pickles, potato chips, coffee, or cool 
drinks—making them as heavy or as 
light as the circumstances warrant. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


LUTHERANISM FACES THE CRISIS 


Il Corinthians 8:7-15 
By REV. G. EDWARD KNAPP, Philadelphia, Pa. 


® SUGGESTED METHODS 


(1) Five-minute introductory presentation 
by leader of meeting—setting forth gravity of 
crisis faced by our Church, and therefore the 
need for our Church to take constructive steps 
toward meeting this crisis. 

(2) Round-the-table discussion participated 
in by four or five Leaguers, with leader asking 
questions designed to draw out answers as to 
what our Church IS doing to meet the crisis, 
what additional steps our Church OUGHT to 
be taking, and the prospects of our Church’s 
successfully weathering the current crisis and 
moving forward at home and abroad, in this 
and subsequent years. : 

(8) Visual presentation of the topic via 
showing of 1948 Lutheran World Action film, 
“March of Faith,” or one of the L.W.A. films 
or film strips of recent date. 

(4) General discussion with all participat- 
ing, aimed at drawing up a positive program of 
definite study and action for this Luther League 
group to pursue in the months ahead. 


@® THE TOPIC 

The dictionary defines “crisis” as: (a) 
decisive moment or turning point; (2) 
time of difficulty or danger. Certainly, 
then, there can be no question, in this 
year of grace 1948, about our world— 
and especially our Lutheran Church— 
being face to face with a grave crisis. 

As these words are written (February, 
1948) the hearts and minds of thinking 
men are weighted with concern, mostly 
pessimistic. The series of Foreign Minis- 
ters’ conferences have brought no tangi- 
ble results of a positive, encouraging 
nature. The fate of the European Re- 
covery Plan, to be determined by the 
Congress, still hangs in the balance. The 
manufacture and use of the atomic bomb 
is still completely beyond any effective 
international control, or prospect thereof. 
Arabs are massed along the borders of 
Palestine while the Jews are denied the 
arms with which to defend themselves. 
Gandhi’s assassination has left tens of 
millions in India leaderless. The civil war 
in China rages on. Two and a half years 
after war’s end tens of millions of dis- 
placed persons roam the face of Europe 
without a place to call their own. Others 
are living like animals in holes in the 
earth. Red Russia blusters; the U. S. 
replies in kind; the United Nations 
marks time. Is the body politic to suffer 
death—or recover? The hour of crisis is 
upon us and our world. 


Crisis Faces the Church 
Our Church’s leaders—Drs. Fry, Long, 
Michelfelder, Empie, and others—have 
toured Europe to gain on-the-spot im- 
pressions. The reports they bring to us 
are pregnant with the sense of crisis. 
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They speak of a whole continent, em- 
bracing 400 million of the 600 million 
nominal Christians of the world, hanging 
in the balance between Christianity and 
Communism, with Christianity fighting 
an uphill fight because of depleted ranks, 
indescribable physical conditions (mili- 
tating against family life, Christian in- 
struction of the young, interest in mat- 
ters spiritual, ete.), and woefully limited 
resources with which to carry on an 
effective ministry to men’s bodies or 
souls. They speak of “nihilism,” that 
disease of the soul that means “belief in 
nothing,” that has overcome tens of mil- 
lions and threatens other tens of millions 
with irremediable hopelessness and de- 
spair unless checked in time. They tell 
us of a whole generation of young 
people—the leaders of tomorrow—roaming 
around the streets and hanging out in 
the railroad stations, ready to lie, steal, 
murder, anything, ready to sell their 
bodies and their souls for a bar of 
chocolate or a pack of cigarettes. En- 
forced idleness makes them the devil's 
easy prey. But they are also potential 
material for the army of Christ—IF they 
can be enlisted and put to work. 
Around the world are hundreds of mis- 
sion congregations—Gospel beachheads 
in pagan lands—which during the war 
years were cut off from all support from 
their mother churches in Europe. Lu- 
theran World Action funds have kept 
these churches alive until the present. 
What now? Shall we continue our sup- 
port and give them a chance to thrive 
and become the foundation stones of 
strong national churches? Or shall we 
withdraw and leave them to disintegrate? 
In China 1,000 United Lutheran mis- 
sionaries could be put into effective 
service at once. A mere handful is avail- 
able. Communism is making big in- 
roads there. Shall we allow this open 
door to close? In our own land there is 
need for 500 pastors in National Luther- 
an Council churches today. Mass migra- 
tion, by Lutherans as well as others, in 
recent years has made it imperative that 
moving members be followed up by their 
home churches and located in churches 
in their new locations. But in many of 
these new locations there are no Lutheran 
churches. In 1947 only 40 new missions 
were started throughout our own United 
Lutheran Church—a mere drop in the 
bucket compared to the need and the 
opportunity confronting us. Shall these 


migrants be lost to our Church, or shall 
we double our 1948 apportionment that 
a more nearly adequate home mission- 
ary program may be developed and car- 
ried through? Many of our Lutheran 
colleges and seminaries, the training 
schools of America’s leadership for to- 
morrow, are burdened with debts and 
deficits. Shall they close their doors or 
adulterate their curricula and their fac- 
ulties, or shall we give them the support 
that is their due? 

At home and abroad, in the world 
and in the church, CRISIS is written 
large everywhere. “Recovery—or death?” 
that is the question. The answer depends 
on us; on whether or not we open our 
eyes to see and appreciate the critical 
urgency of our times; and on whether 
or not, seeing the crisis, we care enough 
to rise and make the sacrifices required 
successfully to meet it. 


The Lutheran Church 
Girding to Meet the Crisis 


Our Church has not stood idly by with 
arms crossed, at ease. It has accom- 
plished, and is in the process of accom- 
plishing, much. 

One of its most tremendous forward 
steps was taken at Lund, Sweden, last 
summer, when the Lutheran World Fed- 
eration was formed, uniting the Lutheran 
churches of 26 different nations into one 
organization with a program that holds 
bright promise for the future. In union 
there is strength. At Lund we united 
our forces, streamlined our organization, 
defined our task and mission, and ex- 
amined our resources. Never since the 
days of the Reformation has there been 
manifested such a unity of spirit, pur- 
pose, and activity throughout the mother- 
church of Protestantism. In our own 
land 1947 witnessed the first full year 
of operation of the National Lutheran 
Council under its new constitution. The 
two-year Lutheran World Action appeal 
for ten million dollars was carried to a 
successful completion. The contributions 
are already at work: saving human lives 
and restoring church life in Europe, con- 
structing emergency church buildings, 
producing Christian literature, repairing 
damaged church-sponsored welfare and 
educational institutions, supplying pas- 
tors with clothing, shedding light into 
darkened minds, planting hope in de- 
spairing hearts. 

Fully cognizant that the only cure for 
crisis is Christ, our own United Lutheran 
Church is on the offensive on many dif- 
ferent fronts. The Parish and Church 
School Board has set before us the chal- 
lenging goal of a million in our Sunday 
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Schools by 1950. The Board of Social 
Missions has called a new secretary—of 
social action—whose function it will be to 
arouse our conscience and direct our 
action ‘on social issues of our day. The 
year 1950 has been set aside as a year 
for strengthening our colleges and semi- 
naries, the church’s training schools for 
the development of leadership capable 
of dealing with the crises of tomorrow 
with Christian effectiveness and ade- 
quacy. This present year, the thirtieth 
in the life of our United Lutheran 
Church, is being highlighted by a 
Church-wide effort to raise double the 
apportionment, so that more of the work 
of the Church that needs doing may be 
undertaken NOW, before the hour of 
opportunity passes. 

Our Church is on the offensive, in 
an all-out attempt to meet the crisis that 
is upon us positively and effectively. 
But the Church can go no farther than 
its membership permits, and makes pos- 
sible by its Christian interest, prayers, 
and support. As the record of accom- 
plishments, listed elsewhere, indicates, 
we have come far in these years past. 
Now the crisis is sharper, more pregnant 
with the danger of disastrous failure on 
the one hand and with the opportunity 
for glorious success on the other hand, 
than ever before. 1948 is not a year for 
seeking retrenchment, for resting on our 
laurels. It is a year for advancing—in 
evangelism, in stewardship, in merciful 
service, in spiritual unity. We need to 
hear and heed St. Paul’s word to the 
Galatians of old: “Let us not be weary 
in well doing: for in due season we shall 
reap, IF WE FAINT NOT.” 


@ SUPPLEMENTARY READING 


The Lutheran—almost any 
year or two, 

The National Lutheran (borrow your Pastor’s 
copy)—especially the following issues: 

Fall, 1947 (pages 2, 3, 10, 12, 19, 40) 
Winter, 1947-48 (pages 2, 3, 7, 11, 14, 
22, 24, 27, 31) 

Lutheran World Action Bulletin (borrow your 
Pastor’s back copies) 

“Christians Must Pay the. Price of Peace’— 
printed address by Paul C. Empie, Director 
of Lutheran World Action; delivered at 
Los Angeles, California, September 5, 1947. 
Published by Lutheran Publishing House, 
Blair, Nebraska. 


issue of the past 


@ ACCOMPLISHMENTS COMPLETED 


Lutheran World Action response, 1940-47 
1939-40....$ 238,000 1944....$ 1,538,000 


1940-41... 590,000 1945... 2,825,000 
1941 42... 623,000 1946-47.... 10,502,356 
1943 . 1,819,000 Total....$17,135,356 


@ WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN 
ACCOMPLISHED 
The highest per capita response to 
the 1946-47 LWA appeal was made by 
the 26 members of St. Philip’s congre- 


Twenty 


gation of Senoia, Georgia, who contri- 
buted $2,703—or almost exactly $1 a 
week per member. If everyone of the 
2,618,531 confirmed members of National 
Lutheran Council churches had given as 
much—$1 a week over the two-year 
period—the ten million dollar goal would 
have been reached and passed within 
the first month, and the two-year total 
would have been $272,327,224. Think 
of it—twenty-six times the actual amount 
raised—which would have meant a twen- 
ty-six times expanded ministry rendered! 


@ NEEDED TO MEET TODAY'S CRISIS 

A right spirit. An effective organiza- 
tion. A consecrated implementation of 
both in action. The National Lutheran 
Council and the Lutheran World Feder- 
ation provide us with the effective or- 
ganization. God Himself will give us 
the right spirit. But it remains for us 
to give consecrated implementation to 
the work of the Church in meeting the 
crisis that is upon us. The N. L. C. and 
L. W. F. are vehicles through which an 
effective Christian witness and ministry 
of relief and rehabilitation may be per- 
formed. But we, of our means, must 
supply the gas to make the vehicle move. 
And that depends on each one of us. 
No amount of planning and organization 
at the top level can see this crisis over- 
come. The organization of love in action 
must reach down into the grass roots 
of the Church. That means into every 
congregation, every Luther League, 
every Leaguer. We—each of us—must 


have: (1) the vision to see our respon- ~ 


sibility in working for one Church and 
one world; (2) the courage to face and 
tackle this great undertaking in spite of 
the seemingly overwhelming magnitude 
of the task; (8) the conviction that our 
Lord is counting on us to do this work 
and that He guarantees the ultimate 
victory of God’s will; (4) a benevolent 
spirit that will guard us against selfish- 
ness and make us ready to pray and 
serve, to give and share, to the limit of 
our ability—and beyond; (5) trust in the 
leaders of our Church who are directing 
our efforts and actually administering our 
resources at the world’s sore spots; and 
(6) above all else a sense that we are 
not facing this crisis alone—that we are 
co-workers with God. 


@ WORKING TODAY 

TO MASTER TOMORROW'S CRISIS 

The Sunday School and Luther League 
of today are the Church of tomorrow. 
Seventeen million boys and girls of 
school age, in your community and mine, 
are outside the Church . . . are growing 
up without any knowledge of, or com- 


mitment to, the teaching of Jesus Christ. 
Bringing these potential churchmen and 
world leaders into the Church and im- 
buing them with the spirit of Christ is 
the surest way we have of dealing with 
tomorrow’s crises with Christian power. 


© USABLE QUOTES 


“The Lutheran Church has been on the de- 
fensive for centuries. On occasion it has even 
contracted its lines. 1947 reversed the trend 
Lutheranism is surging forward. A_ strong 
American Lutheran impetus has been behind it. 

“The United Lutheran Church is the largest 
and potentially the mightiest Lutheran Church 
in incomparably the most powerful nation of 
the modem world. Under God we are the 
fulcrum on which the long lever of Lutheranism 
is balanced. That is the justification for 
‘doubled discipleship’ too. The vitality of 
American Lutheranism must glow. The giant 
must rise in his strength. 1948 is our decisive 
year.” 

Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, President of the ULCA 

“Christ has no feet but ours with which to 
go, no tongue but ours with which to teach, 
no hands but ours with which to heal.” 


@ SOME THINGS TO DO 


Keep posted on a Christian interpretation of 
contemporary events and trends by reading 
The Lutheran, so that you may have a Christian 
opinion and bear a Christian witness on 
crucial issues of our day. 

Hold joint meetings with young people’s 
groups of other Lutheran bodies—to promote 
inter-Lutheran fellowship. 

Gather clothing and prepare “Kiddie Kits” 
for Lutheran World Relief—as a League. Or- 
ganize the same work throughout your con- 
gregation and Sunday School. 

Conceming Lutheran World Action in 1948: 
Pray for the 100%-plus reaching of the 
$4,000,000 minimum goal. Support it yourself, 
financially. Publicize and show the 1948 L.W.A. 
film “March of Faith.” In consultation with 
your Pastor and Church Council, organize 
and conduct an Every Member Visitation in 
behalf of Lutheran World Action. 

Maintain contact with members who have 
moved away from your congregation and com- 
munity. Do all in your power to see that they 
become actively affiliated with a Lutheran 
Church in their new neighborhood. 

Concerning the “double apportionment in 
1948” goal: Do the same as suggested for 
Lutheran World Action. Believe in it. Support 
it. Talk it to others. 

Keep abreast of world events by reading 
the daily press. Discuss, understand, and then 
take a stand on such issues as the Marshall 
Plan, the Jewish State in Palestine, Universal 
Military Training. Write your representative 
in Washington of your stand—and the Christian 
reasoning behind it. 


© SUGGESTED HYMNS 

“Rise, Ye Children of Salvation” 

“If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee” 
“Onward, Christian Soldiers” 

“The Son of God Goes Forth to War” 
“Awake, Thou Spirit, Who didst Fire” 
“One Sole Baptismal Sign” 

“Jesus, with Thy Church Abide” 


@ THE BIBLE SPEAKS OF CRISIS 


Genesis 3:1-19. The First Crisis. Crises are as 
old as the Garden of Eden, where our first 
parents, face to face with a choice to be made, 
determined by their choice the whole future 
of mankind. From this account of “Crisis 
Number One” of human history we learn that: 
(1) the devil is ever seeking to tur every crisis 
to his account by leading man to make his 
choice counter to the will of God; and (2) that 
every crisis entered into apart from God leads 
to punishment and suffering. Because Adam 
and Eve failed to meet their crisis as God 
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had commanded, mankind has suffered ever 
since. 


Joshua 1:2-7. God’s Promise and Man’s Duty. 


- Moses’ death brought on a crisis in the history 


of God’s chosen people—and in the career of 
their potential leader, Joshua. Should he dare 
to attempt the impossible to fill Moses’ shoes? 
His future and Israel’s depended upon what 
he should decide. In this critical hour God 
spoke to him, promising success and command- 


_ ing a straight hewing to the line. So does 


God speak to us in today’s crisis. “I will not 


i fail thee nor forsake thee. Only be thou strong 


and very courageous.” 


Mark 14:54, 66-72. Peter’s Denial. Peter had 
boasted of his loyalty often and vehemently; 
but when the hour of testing came his per- 
formance failed to match his profession. Why? 
“He followed afar off . . . and warmed himself 
at the fire.” He had too high a regard for 
safety and comfort. If we would be victorious 
in our hours of crisis we must be ready to take 
our stand at Jesus’ side, and to willingly forgo 
the comforts of life for His sake and our 
brethren’s. 


John 21:15-17. Peter’s Pardon and Commis- 
sion. Peter had failed his Lord. But Peter had 
repented his failure. And the ever-gracious 


Lord gave him another chance. “The past,” 
He said, in effect “is forgiven. Now face the 
future—and feed My sheep.” We, too, have 
sinned, But through our repentance and the 
Lord’s merciful forgiveness every new day con- 
fronts us with another chance, another oppor- 
tunity to serve Him. We on our part must see 
and seize each day’s opportunities to feed 
Christ’s sheep, with the bread that nourishes 
the body AND with the Word of God which 
is the Bread of Life that nourishes the soul. 


Acts 2:14-36. Peter’s Witness To His Genera- 
tion. “But Peter, standing up with the eleven 
. . 2? No hanging back, no warming himself 
by. the fire, now. He had been converted. (See 
Luke 22:32.) He had received the Holy Ghost. 
(See Acts 2:1-4.) Now he was willing, yes 
eager, to stand up with Christ and be counted 
with Him. He had seen the Risen Lord. He 
must share Him with others. He lived under this 
compulsion. He must bear his witness, cost what 
it may. We believe ourselves converted. We 
have received the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
Have we experienced, and do we live by, this 
compulsion to witness for Christ to OUR 
generation, with our words, our gifts, our lives? 


Acts 2:37-47. The Effect of Peter’s Witness. 
Peter began feeding his Master’s sheep on the 


Day of Pentecost. At once his witnessing bore 
fruit. Three thousand were converted and bap- 
tized. AND THEY CONTINUED STEDFAST 
—in doctrine and fellowship, in the Lord’s 
Supper and in prayer. They led new lives. 
They sold what they had, and gave to those 
in need. With gladness and singleness of heart 
they worshiped—in the Temple and in their 
own homes. Praising God, they found among 
their fellow-men, and brought many into the 
Kingdom. Do we follow in their steps? If, and 
when, and insofar as, we do, the harvesting of 
souls for Christ will be a hundredfold in our 
day, too. 


Psalm 46. God’s Own Message for the Day of 
Crisis. We shall meet with disappointments 
and setbacks. That is to be expected. But God 
is with us. He is in the midst of His Church. 
With our trust in Him—the Eternal, the Un- 
shakeable, the Indestructible One—we shall not 
fear .. . “though the earth be removed.” Our 
times are fearful and ominous. But the Church 
with confidence in God, shall not be moved. 
He maketh wars to cease. In the end He 
shall be exalted among the heathen; He shall 
be exalted in the earth. And we, if we take 
Him with us into our crisis of life, shall share 
in His final victory and everlasting Kingdom. 


a 


A DAY DEDICATED TO A GREAT DOCTRINE 


| John 5:7 A.V. 
By REV. C. P. HARRY, D.D., Norristown, Pennsylvania 


@ PREPARATION 


Have available a number of items illustrat- 
ing threeness, e.g., a clover leaf, a triangle, a 


simple sentence, the altar decorations for 

Trinity. 

@ PROGRAM 

Sing: “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty” 
(PSH 108) 

Leader: We commemorate today one of the 
Church’s great doctrines. This is unusual. 


As a rule, Luther League leaves doctrine to 
the Sunday school and the catechetical class. 
This is one however, which often troubles 
us and raises questions in our minds. Let us 
pray God to give us insight so that we may 
understand Him better: 

O God, we know we can never under- 
stand Thee, for Thou art so much 
greater than we are. We pray that in 
our devout discussion here we may get 
better insight into the mystery and 
loveliness of Thy divine life and by 
Thy Spirit come to share therein 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Sing: “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” (PSH 109) 

Read the Scripture: (note that the lesson, 
I John 5:7, is found only in the Authorized 
or, King James Bible such as is generally 
used in the churches.) 

Sing: “Hail, Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” 
110) 

The Topic and Discussion 

Sing: “Come, Thou Almighty King” (PSH 112) 

The Offering 

Prayers 

Lord’s Prayer 

Bless we the Lord: Thanks be to God 


@ LET THE WORD TEACH 

Matthew 3:16, 17. At Jesus’ baptism, in Mat- 
thew’s record, all three Persons of the Trinity 
are present: the Father speaking, the Son be- 
ing baptized, the Holy Spirit coming as a dove. 
Matthew 28:19. Jesus’ formula for baptism in- 
cludes the Three Persons—Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. There is fact back of this, or the 
formula would have been different. 

II Corinthians 13: 14. This is one of the bene- 
dictions used in the Church services. It shows 
our faith in the Three Persons. 


(PSH 
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John 14:16-17. Jesus certainly implies the in- 
dependence and co-operation of the Three 
Persons: I will pray; He will send; the One 
sent, 
John 15:26. So in this verse the Spirit sent 
by the Father bears testimony of the Son— 
Three Persons in mutual co-operation. 
I Corinthians 12:4-6. Note the same Spirit, the 
same Lord, the same God; again the realiza- 
tion of the Three Persons working in and 
for us. 
Ephesians 4:4-6. Again the feeling for the 
Three—one Spirit, one Lord, one God. 

The Doctrine of the Trinity is well-founded 
in the frequent expression of the Three Persons 
in the New Testament. 


@ FURTHER READING 

H. E. Jacobs, Summary of the Christian Faith 
(chapter 3) 

H. E. Jacobs, Elements of Religion (chapter 3) 

The Creeds of the Church—two in the Morning 
Service 

Augsburg Confession (Art. I) 

Small Catechism—on the Creed 


@ QUESTIONS 

Why Three Persons? 

How does the Fact of the Trinity support 
democracy? 

Why are not all three equally honored by 
Christians? 

Point out the parts of The Common Service 
which honor the Three and those which honor 
each one. 

How does the doctrine of the Trinity affect 
our ideals of family life, society, national life, 
and the world? 


© THE TOPIC 

From Advent to Whitsunday, the 
church shows us the outstanding events 
which constitute the revelation of God 
through Jesus Christ—His incarnation, 
nativity, epiphany, transfiguration, pas- 
sion, resurrection, ascension, and the 
coming of the Holy Spirit. On Trinity 
Sunday the Doctrine of the Trinity, that 


God is Three in One and One in Three, 
is set forth. 


Hard to Understand 

Many think this is a difficult doctrine. 
It is, if you do not think clearly. First, 
remember that the Church does not 
teach that there are three Persons in one 
Person. That of course would be foolish. 
It does teach that God is three Persons 
in One Holy Community—so intimately 
united that their action and relationships 
are one. Even that is a bit hard to grasp, 
for we are mostly so individualistic and 
antagonistic, or at least stand so much 
“on our rights” that an ideal community, 
or family of even three persons, in perfect 
agreement and co-operation, is almost 
inconceivable. That, of course, is be- 
cause we are so selfish, proud, and sinful. 
But that is what the doctrine means—in 
God there are three persons so perfectly 
in accord that, while each has his per- 
sonal characteristics and functions, all 
are equal and all agree, so that they can 
be said to be truly One. That is real 
Community—ideal living. 


Inadequate 

Any name or description of God must 
be inadequate. God is greater than all. 
Not only is He greater than any, but He 
is greater than all. Nothing can contain 
God. We cannot really define God. If we 
could, He would no longer be greater 
than we. Definition binds. No creature, 
such as we are, can bind or define God. 
So we must remember that even the best 
description of God, or the best Name 
we can give Him, is inadequate, falls 
short, gives not definition, but merely an 
insight, a glimpse of the glory of the 
Majesty which is GOD. 
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Triplicity 

It is natural that any description we 
would make of God, or indeed of any- 
thing, should be in three terms—triple—a 
trinity. We live in a three-dimensional 
world. Mathematicians have imagined a 
four-dimensional world, and there is a 
good bit of evidence for it in careful 
experiment and figuring, but for most 
of us common men life is triplex. All our 
ideas are on that pattern. Time is past, 
present, and future—three kinds of time, 
yet all one. There is no break, yet past, 
present, and future are real and are time. 

Even a sentence has three parts. 
Paper is white. Subject, “paper”; verb, 
“is”; predicate, “white.” You cannot talk 
or think except in triple terms. Or con- 
sider dimensions—length, breadth, and 
height. Every object has those three di- 
mensions. In our world any other sort 
seems impossible. Or look at a plant— 
root, stem, branches. Our bodies, too, 
have three parts—trunk, limbs, head. 
They are all one, yet at least three or 
more. Our minds are similar, for we 
think, feel, and act. One could go on and 
on, for our whole life is set in threeness. 
It ought to be easy to see that our finest 
and most comprehensive ideas of God 
would also be expressed in three terms— 
the Holy Trinity. Since there is this three- 
ness to our lives generally, we should ex- 
pect it in our conception of God. 


Meaning 

The doctrine of the Trinity has pro- 
found meaning which affects every item 
in our lives. First, it shows that God is 
personal. God is One who has conscious- 
ness, thinks, feels, decides, acts; not a 
blind force, but an intelligent and loving 
person. Next it shows that God is more 
than one person. That is just what recent 
studies in psychology show is necessary 
for a perfect person. No person can be 
healthy alone. A sound mind and good 
character require companionship and co- 
operation with others, who, though dif- 
ferent, are equal. God would not be as 
fine as our best ideals, were He not at 
least Three in a Divine Community. 

But, further, it shows God to be what 
we have never realized on earth since 
the Fall—a perfect Community in which 
none is before or after the other; none 
greater or less than the other; but all, 
though personally different, are equal 
and in perfect accord and harmony. 
There is no strife, jealousy, or discord in 
God. There is a perfect DEMOCRACY. 
That is so because of the perfection of 
moral character in each of the Divine 
Persons. Our sin breaks up our com- 
munities. The Holy Trinity is perfectly 
stable and eternal because of the per- 
fection of the character of the Divine 
Persons in it. Perfection lies not in mere 
equality or in inevitable action, but in 


moral character. We should seek not to 
build up a “fool-proof” democracy, but 
we should seek to build up moral char- 
acter in each one in the community, so 
that there will be no fools and the world 
will be at one in righteousness and piety. 

All this finally shows that the nature 
of reality is not mere physical being but 
moral character and spiritual life. That is 
why the loss of the doctrine of the 
Trinity results in immoral communities, 
in despotisms and tyrannies, in injustice 
and corruption. Seek first the Kingdom 
of God, that is, seek to build up the 
Divine Community of Harmonious Fel- 
lowship through the Spirit which makes 
God’s life One in the Holy Trinity. 

Though our thoughts of God must 
always be inadequate, a man’s thoughts 
of God will determine his character and 
his ideals. What the people think of God 
determines how they think of their com- 
munity, how they live together, and 
what sort of a world is developing 
amongst us. Because God has been left 
out and men’s ideals have been based 
on the “survival of the fittest’ and the 
strife of atoms, our world is collapsing 
about us. When enough of us come to 
think of God again in the terms of the 
blessed Trinity, a new world of Peace 
and good-will, of true democracy and 
holy co-operation will develop—the King- 
dom of God will be on the way. 


“THAT WE HERE HIGHLY RESOLVE.s: 32 


Il Samuel 23:8-12 
By REV. DWIGHT F. PUTMAN, D.D., Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 


®PROGRAM 

Hymn: ‘Before Jehovah’s Awful Throne”? (CSB 
492) 

Psalm 32 

Gloria Patri 

Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 2:1-4; II Samuel 238: 

8-12 
Hymn: “‘My Country, ’Tis of Thee’? (PSH 361) 
Reading of Lincoln’s ‘‘Gettysburg Address” 
Topic and Discussion 
Offering 
Prayer: O Thou Father of all mankind, who 
hast made of one blood all nations of men for 
to dwell on all the face of the earth, we thank 
Thee that Thou art a God of love and mercy. 
Be merciful unto us Thy children, who by our 
words confess the fatherhood of God but in our 
deeds deny the brotherhood of man. 

Deliver us from all falsehood and give us 
hearts to apprehend the truth which Thou art 
writing upon the flaming skies of our troubled 
world, Cause us to know that individually we 
are so much of the stuff out of which wars 
are made. Make our hearts tender toward all 
who suffer in the wake of a war-tom world. 
Keep us tolerant toward our fellow-men at all 
times, and grant us the patience of Christian 
forbearance as we work together toward a 
peaceful world. 

Cleanse Thou the spirit of our nation of all 
haughty pride and bold arrogance toward other 
peoples in the great family of nations. Guide 
its leaders into ways of peace, and empower all 
men everywhere to become ambassadors of 
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good will. For the sake of all who have fallen 
in battle, help us to dedicate ourselves to 
the way of the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ, 
Our Lord. Amen. 


Hymn: “God, the All-merciful’” (PSH 367) 


@ THE TOPIC 

“That we here highly resolve that 
these dead shall not have died in vain.” 
When Lincoln spoke these words in 
his memorable Gettysburg Address, the 
marks of battle were still fresh upon 
the earth. Broken hearts in many homes 
of the nation were bleeding from their 
great losses. In the sweeping circular 
rows of graves rested the bodies of 
“these dead.” 

In that monent there must have been 
brave hearts that did respond with their 
strong resolves. No doubt some were 
resolving to do their utmost to make the 
enemy suffer for it. Perhaps others vowed 
to carry on in the places of those struck 
down in battle. Sensing the madness and 
futility. of war, some dedicated them- 
selves afresh to the ways of peace. 


The Challenge Still Heard 

Several years ago, in the midst of the 
last great war, I stood in this same ceme- 
tery for one sad moment with one of 
the families of my congregation. We 
were laying to rest the body of an 
American air pilot, one of the finest of 
the fine young lads who marched away 
to war. Hard by were the rows of those 
others, “these dead,” who had been 
taken by battle so many years before. 
Even above the sound of my own voice 
in the service for our air pilot I could 
hear the words of that richly solemn 
voice come floating down the field, across 
those simple markers of mass death, 
“That we here highly resolve that these 
dead shall not have died in vain.” 


Resolve What? 

What shall we highly resolve? One 
can vow many things in a bitter moment. 
Even revenge and retaliation against 
those who have inflicted losses upon him. 
Remember Lidice? The whole world 
will long be mindful of the Nazi crime 
so ruthlessly perpetrated there. It is re- 
ported that the fellow-countrymen of 
that completely liquidated population 
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now make an annual pilgrimage (or is it 
seasonal?) to lay a wreath at the monu- 
ment erected in memory of the slain, 
and also to “refresh their bitterness.” 

In the presence of their dead, who 
have been killed by an enemy, men can 
resolve to keep replenishing the fires 
of hatred and revenge, or they can dedi- 
cate themselves to reconciliation and 
peace. 


Newton D. Baker 

The basic resolves which a Christian 
makes must be directed at the private 
affairs of his own heart. One may tackle 
the whole world in the interest of peace 
among men, but first of all must his own 
heart be set in the way of peace. What 
an enormous task that is! 

Newton D. Baker, Secretary of War 
during World War I, told an interesting 
story about the evolution of a resolve 
he made at the conclusion of that tragic 
episode. As a result of the awful wreck- 
age of young life which he witnessed 
during those years, he shouldered the 
lofty task of giving himself to win the 
world to peace, vowing never again to 
make a speech without including some 
emphasis on behalf of that great cause. 

His first disillusionment came when 
he discovered that the world stubbornly 
resisted being won for peace. That job 
was beyond his power to accomplish. 
He then decided to limit his field to 
the United States, with the same result. 
America, like the world, wanted peace, 
but also, like the world, insisted on 
holding on to the things that make for 

ar. Next, Mr. Baker narrowed his as- 
signment down to his own state, and 
resolved to persuade it for peace, but 
with no better success. Then he confined 
himself to his home city. But in like 
manner did his city refuse to be con- 
verted to peace. It wanted peace, of 
course, but at the same time it wanted 
even more the things that ultimately run 
to war. Finally, turning upon himself, he 
said, “Newton D. Baker, if you will con- 
vert your own heart genuinely to peace, 
you will have about as much as you can 
do.” He concluded with the statement 
that he found fhat to be really true. 

Let each here highly resolve to con- 
vert his own heart to peace. That’s a big 
job for any man when he finds the world 
too large an order for his poor endeavors. 
With himself is the place for everyone to 
start resolving anyhow. 


When Our Boys Marched to War 

During the years of the last war 
we stay-at-homes used to watch the 
flower of American manhood march out 
from the firesides of every American 
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community. I know that as we saw them 
going forth to kill and to be killed, some 
of us then and there made solemn re- 
solves. They ran something like this. 
Wars like this one are made out of the 
selfishness and sinfulness of persons like 
ourselves, out of our prejudices and dis- 
criminations, out of our sense of national 
pride and superiority. Our hearts have 
not been right. Our sins have helped 
bring this thing to pass. We have had 
a part in making it necessary for these to 
pay this awful price. We here highly 
resolve to have created within us, from 
this hour forth, new hearts which shall 
hold to the things that make for peace 
and shun those that run to war. 


As They Bring Them Back 


Now that most of these boys who 
went forth to war are back again, the 
question is, do our resolves still hold? 
They tend to weaken when life begins to 
assume its normal shape, when peace 
comes again—that time when new wars 
are made and vows taken under strong 
emotional tension are put to the test. 

These lads are still returning home. 
Several times in each week pastors of 
the churches in Gettysburg, Pa., as well 
as in other places, are called upon to say 
a few final words for some of those who 
have waited these last years in ceme- 
teries around the world to be gathered 
together and brought back to American 
soil. Six hundred of them are to be 
buried in the space yet remaining of that 
ground of which Lincoln spoke so elo- 
quently, “We have come to dedicate a 
portion of that field as a final resting 
place for those who here gave their lives 
that that nation might live.” From day 
to day families come from all ways of 
life, city, town, and farm. As we con- 
duct these final services, in rain or in 
the sunshine, in storm or in the calm, our 
ears seem to catch the echo of another 
voice from just a short distance up across 
the green, “It is for us, the living, rather 
to be dedicated here to the unfinished 
work . . . that we here highly resolve 
that these dead shall not have died in 
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@ MORE HIGH RESOLVES 

If these war casualties whom we honor 
on Memorial Day “shall not have died in 
vain,” it will require many high resolves 
on the part of many persons all over 
the world. Following is a small list of 
them which could be discussed at great 
length. 

1. That we become more, enlightened 
with respect to the forces and factors 
that make for war. 


2. That we train ourselves to sift truth 
from lying propaganda. 

3. That we gain the fullest possible 
understanding and appreciation of other 
peoples. 

4. That, as Christians, we commit our- 
selves to ways of love and reconciliation 
rather than to methods of force in the 
solution of international problems. 

5. That we work for the limitation 
of national sovereignty. 

6. That we strive to strengthen the 
United Nations and all constructive co- 
operation among the nations. 

7. That we rid ourselves of inordinate 
national pride and claims to national 
or racial superiority. 

8. That we strongly champion the 
fundamental human rights for all men. 

9. That we resist being swept away by 
the hysteria of fear and propaganda. 

10. That we be willing to face and 
accept those social, economic, and polit- 
ical changes which are necessary to 
create a new one world out of an old 
multiple world. 

All must resolve to accept changes in 
the old order of life if a new world is 
to emerge. Christians have no more to 
do than be truly Christian, which is, of 
course, the toughest assignment of all. 


© THE BIBLE SPEAKS 


Isaiah 2:4. While nations continue to beat 
their plowshares into swords and their pruning- 
hooks into spears, yet we have not lost the 
hope that the reverse, which is Isaiah’s proph- 
ecy of a new world, will some day come 
true. 


Romans 14:19. The great trouble with most 
people is that while they pray for peace, and 
genuinely seem to want peace—for few ever 
want war—yet they continue at the same time 
to follow after things that make for war. Let 
us follow after those things that make for 
peace and then we shall have peace. Are we 
willing to pay the price and make the neces- 
sary sacrifices to do this? 
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Ministerium Story 


(Continued from Page 5) 


SYNOD OF THE sOUTH combined to form THE UNITED LU- 
THERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA. 

“We could speak of the development of the Ministe- 
rium’s home mission work, the work of forming new con- 
gregations; of her inner mission work, ministering to the 
sick and needy; and of her many educational enterprises. 
But you will have to ask your pastor about these another 
time, for it is getting late. 

“We have a synod to be proud of. We have made 
mistakes but we have tried sincerely to follow Christ as 
He has guided us along the way. He has blessed us richly 
in the past. You and I and the members of over 600 other 
congregations are the Ministerium of today. May He 
guide us into a future of greater co-operation and service 
to mankind and to one another. Good night!” 
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Book-Of- IT he-Month Club 


Selections for May 


For Intermediates 


DARK HOUSE ON THE MOSS 
By Constance Savery 
$2.50 


A story of Periwinkle and Louis Courtenay, orphans 
who make their home with a bachelor relative, Morville. 
Their new home is a mysterious place, avoided by all the 
people in the nearby village. Nearby is a treacherous 
marsh. Above the marsh is a group of new, uninhabited 
houses. A near-catastrophe solves many mysteries and 
changes the lives of all except Peri, Louis, and Morville. 


Longmans 


For Seniors 


DAVID LIVINGSTONE, FOE OF DARKNESS 
By Jeanette Eaton 


Morrow & Co. $3.00 


A well-written story of the life of David Livingstone, the 
great missionary to interior Africa. Many helpful points 
for young people who are trying to find their place in life 
are woven into this biography. 


For Young People 


RURAL PARISH 
By Anna Laura Gebhard 
Abingdon-Cokesbury $1.59 
An interesting story of the wholesome influence of a 
young minister and his bride on three small rural com- 
munities. The story is told by the pages from the diary of 
this young pastor’s wife. 
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The Swap Shop 


(Continued from Page 8) 


the young citizenry flocked to join our forces of destruc- 
tion, ready to give their lives if necessary. Constance 
wants to know how many of our people are ready to join 
God’s army which is to go into all the world and rebuild 
it. Our Church needs pastors, deaconesses, teachers, and 
missionaries. How about signing up on Life Service Day? 
(Report to the Rev. John P. Shannon, Chairman, Life 
Service Committee, Luther League of America.) 

It is an easy step from Life Service to Public Service— 
and we don’t have to leave New Jersey, either! The Young 
People’s League of the Church of the Redeemer in Ram- 
sey (which meets in the parsonage because the church 
was gutted by fire months ago) sent a letter of apprecia- 
tion, signed by all of the Leaguers, to the B. F. Goodrich 
Co., sponsors of the Sunday evening half-hour called The 
Greatest Story Ever Told. You see, the program was to 
be withdrawn unless the mail response was large enough 
to warrant its being retained. (P. S—The broadcast con- 
tinues, and we are proud of those Ramsey Leaguers who 
don’t “let George do it”!) 
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HARTWICK COLLEGE SUSQUEHANNA UNIVERSITY 


Oneonta, New York 


The Lutheran Co-Educational College of the Catskills (Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
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Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 
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CARTHAGE COLLEGE—Carthage, Ill. 
GETTYSBURG COLLEGE—Gettysburg, Pa. 
HARTWICK COLLEGE—Oneonta, N. Y. 
LENOIR RHYNE COLLEGE—Hickory, N. C. 
MARION COLLEGE—Marion, Va. 
MIDLAND COLLEGE—Fremont, Nebr. 
MUHLENBERG COLLEGE—Allentown, Pa. 


THE DIFFERENCE 
IN EDUCATION 


The Word of God makes a difference 
in the lives of those who follow 


its teachings. 


The Church makes a difference in 
the lives of youth. At these colleges 
the Word of God and the Church 
are active in the lives of students. 
No student can afford not to select 
one of these. 
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